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CCC ministers welcome ACC 


WYADH®) — Gulf Cooperation Council. (GCQ foreign minis- 
tera meeting in Riyadh have welcomed Uk formation of two new 
Arab groupings. The minis terial meeting is the first since the 
formation of the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) Hnhfaig Egypt, 
bnq. North Yemeni'anti Jordan, and the Arab M aghr eb Union 
which finks Morocco,. Algeria, Tunisia, Libya anti Mauritania. 
Bahrain's foreign minister, Sheikh Mohammad Urn Mubarak Al 
Hmifa, current chairman of the foreign ministers’ committee, 
said in Ins opening statement: “These two nnimw have proved the 
success of cooperation' between the Arab countries and we hope 
that they will bring progress to our nations.' 7 Sheikh Mohammad 
abo spoke about the progress of the GCC since its formation in 
1980. “The GCC countries have proven once a gain their unity in 
cooperation and the heed to achieve more soda! ami cultural' 
progress.*’ 



2 killed in Glasgow train crash 

GLASGOW, Scotland (R) — Two people were killed and 44 
injured Monday when two trains collided head-on in Britain's 
second fatal rail crash in three days, police said. Witnesses said the 
suburban trains smashed into each other as one emerged from a 
tunnel near Glasgow's BeDgrove station. The line, in a densely 
built-up area, was screened by a steep cutting which hindered 
rescue work. Firemen cut through the wreckage of shattered 
carriages to reach trapped passengers. One of the dead was a train 
driver, the fire brigade said. There were 70 people aboard the 
trains. The accident happened jnst hours before Transport 
Secretary Paul Channon was due to make a statement about 
Saturday's train crash at Parley, south of London, In which five 
people died and 90 were injured. Channon toki parliament he bad 
called an independent inquiry into the Glasgow accident. He 
denied 
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King voices satisfaction with 
British stand, efforts for peace 


■AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hus¬ 
sein Monday voiced satisfaction with the 
British government’s understanding of the 
situation in the Middle East region and the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and London’s serious 
endeavours designed to convene an interna¬ 


tional Middle East peace conference which 
should be attended by all concerned parties, 
including the Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO), and the five permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council. 


The King was speaking at a 
meeting held at the Al Nadwa 
Palace with visiting British Fore¬ 
ign Office Minister William Wal¬ 
degrave who arrived earlier in the 
day from the occupied territories. 

The King briefed the visiting 
minister on Jordan's position with 
regard to the recent develop¬ 
ments in the Middle East and the 
ongoing moves at the internation¬ 
al level to convene the proposed 
peace conference. 

Waldegrave conveyed to the 
King greetings from British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher and 
explained the nature of his cur¬ 
rent Middle East tour, his im¬ 
pressions about the situation in 
the region and the conditions of 
the Arab people in the occupied 
territoires. 

. The audience was attended by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai. Royal Court Chief 
Field Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn 


Shaker, the King’s political advi¬ 
sor Adnan Abu Odeh, the King's 
special advisor Amer Khammash, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Fore¬ 
ign Minister Marwan Al Qasem 
and British Ambassador to Jor¬ 
dan Anthony Reeve as well as 
delegation accompanying Wal¬ 
degrave. 

Waldegrave was earlier re¬ 
ceived, by the prime minister and 
foreign minister. 

Upon his arrival here from the 
occupied West Bank, Waldeg¬ 
rave commended King Hussein's 
efforts to solve the Middle East 
question and said that steps taken 
by Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat had favourably 
contributed towards the estab¬ 
lishment of a just peace in the 
Middle East. 

Israel should take positive 
steps in response, to those taken 
by the Arab side for convening of 
an international peace conference 


under U.N. auspices, Waldeg¬ 
rave said. 

He said his country was ex¬ 
erting strenuous efforts to en¬ 
courage Israel to respond to the 
peace efforts. 

In Jordan, Waldegrave said, be 
mil discuss the general situation 
in the region and steps to be 
taken to convene the proposed 
peace conference. Jordan and 
Britain, be added, hold-identical 
views on the need to convene the 
conference to resolve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

The European Community 
(EC) states in general. Waldeg¬ 
rave said, and Britain in particu¬ 
lar are taking special interest in 
resolving the conflict and are 
m aintaini ng intense contacts with 
the concerned parties including 
the PLO. 

Anyone visiting the occupied 
territories, he said, will come to 
the conclusion that the present 
situation there cannot continue 


and Israel cannot go on suppres¬ 
sing the national aspirations of 
the Palestinian people. 

Waldegrave described the 
situation in the occupied territor¬ 
ies as marked by oppression and 
suppression. He referred to 
Thatcher's statement following a 
visit to the occupied areas in 
1986. ‘The situation there is tem¬ 
porary and should end," he said. 

“It is clearer than ever before 
that the situation resulting from 
the Israeli occupation should 
end,” he added. 

He said the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple’s conditions in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip were very bad and 
that he was impressed by the 
Gazan people's self-restraint and 
their feeling of national pride. 

The director of protocol at the 
Foreign Ministry and the British 
ambassador to Jordan were at the 
airport to welcome the British 
minister. 


Jordan 

honours 


martyrs 

AMMAN (J-T.) — A Royal 
Decree has been issued grant¬ 
ing Jordan’s Al Kawlcab Medal 
of the First Order and the 
Military Merit Medal to the 
martyrs of the Iraqi Army who 
fell in defence of the eastern 
flank of the Arab World in the 
face of Iranian aggression. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
decorated the Martyr’s Monu¬ 
ment in Iraq with these two 
medals in February. 


7 murder cases quickly solved; 
PSD salutes efficient officers 


AMMAN (Petra)— The Public 
Security Department (PSD) dis¬ 
closed Monday that police and 
security services solved, seven 
murders committed in the King¬ 
dom between Dec. 11,1988, and 
Jan. 7, 1989. The PSD paid tri¬ 
bute to the police officers who 
took part in intense work that led 
to the discovery of the criminals. 

The announcement was made by 
PSD Director General Abdul 
Hadi Al Majali at a meeting 
which was called to disclose de¬ 
tails about the murders and to 
honour officers who participated 
in solving the cases. 

Each of the murders took only 
a matter of five days to be solved 


and to bring the criminals to 
justice, Majali said. 

He said the excellent work of 
the police force reflects the de¬ 
dication of its members and the 
sound and scientific techniques 
they apply. 

Honouring the police officers is 
honouring the whole police force 
which continues to pursue efforts 
for protecting the society, Majali 
saio. 

Addressing the meeting was 
Major General Yousef Ghar- 
aibeb, director of the Amman 
Police Department, who said that 
six of the seven crimes were 
committed within his depart¬ 


ment’s jurisdiction and the 
seventh was earned out in Mada- 
ba district. 

All the victims in the Amman 
area were below 20 years of age 
and the six murder took place at 
night, Gharaibeh said. He said 
that all the bodies except one in 
the seven murders were dumped 
in public places or main roads and 
five were committed in cold 
blood. But, he added, there was 
no relation whatsoever between 
any of the crimes which took 
place within 25 days. 

The PSD director distributed 
awards to the officers who work¬ 
ed bard to solve the murders. 


Mahdi works on fifth 
government in three years 


Khartoum (R) — Sudan’s 

prime minister, forced by the 
army to give priority to ending a 
civil war, met rival politicians 
Monday to fry to form his -fifth 
government in nearly three years. 
■: After a two-week crisis sparked 
by generals angry at lack of hack¬ 
ing in their battle against south¬ 
ern rebels. Prime Minister Sadeq 
Xl Mahdi talked to the Democra¬ 
tic Unionist Party (DUP) leader 
whose peace pact' with rebels 
helped shatter bis last coalition. 

State Radio Omdurman said 
Mahdi met Mohammad Osman 
Al Mirghani, whose DUP is the 
country's second largest after the 
prime minister's Umraa. 

Mitghani late last year reached 
a pact with , the Sudan People’s 
Liberation .Army (SPLA) rebels 
on the ending of the civil war 
which caused tens of thousands of 


deaths in the south since its out¬ 
break in-1983. 

Parliament rejected the accord 
which called for a freeze on the 
introduction of strict Sharia law 
before a national constitutional 
conference was held. The DUP 
quit ,tbe coalition in protest. 

The radio said Monday Mahdi 
also sent top aides to talk to the 
militant National Islamic Front 
(NIF), which voted with Umma 
against the pact. 

The NIF is the most vocal 
supporter of the introduction of 
Sharia. 

Sharia is anathema to the rebel 
SPLA and has been at the centre 
of the rebellion in the south. 

The NIF, which effectively de¬ 
mands a military solution to the 
war in the south, was widely 
expected to be excluded from the 
new government because it did 


not sign a charter binding nearly 
40 parties and trade unions to the 
peace pact. 

The Islamic militants have 
more than 50 of parliament's 301 
seats, while Umma and the DUP 
have 103 and 63 respectively. NIF 
leader Foreign Minister Hassan 
Al Tourabi has made introduc¬ 
tion of Sharia a condition, of his 
party’s inclusion in a new coali¬ 
tion, according to Khartoum 
press reports. - 

Tourabi maintains that Sharia 
would not apply to south Sadan 
but proposes that the estimated 
2J5 million southerners living in 
the north should be subject to it. 
Many of the southerners fled to 
the north to escape famine and 
the war. 

On Sunday, when Mahdi 
announced be would stay on in 
office after having threatened to 



Sadeq AlMabdi 


resign over the army ultimatum, 
he told a news conference both 
the NIF and the trade unions 
would be in the new government. 
He added, however, that their 
level of representation had yet to 
be decided. 

The army ultimatum last 
month demanded Mahdi form a 
broad government, spend more 
on defence and pursue what they 
called a more balanced foreign 
policy. 


Iranian deadline to Britain expires today 


NICOSIA {Agencies) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi swung 
behind lran!s order to kill British 
author Saimim Rushdie on the 
eve of an apparently inevitable 
break in Tehran's ties with Bri¬ 
tain. 

The Iranian news . agency 
IRNA said Monday that Qadhafi 
supported the death decree which 
one Palestinian group Vowed late 
Sunday would be carried out by 
its guerrillas. . 

In a north Tehran hall, chant¬ 
ing, sobbing Iranians condemned 
Rushdie for ha novel "The Sata¬ 
nic-Verses” as Ayatollah Ruhol- 
lah Khomeini appeared on the 
balcony. . ‘ 

. “You are the idol breaker, 

Khomeini,” the fist-waving faith¬ 
ful chanted Bribe spiritual leader 
Who ordered Muslims Feb. 14 to 
kill Rushdie for blasphemy, out¬ 
raging Western governments. 

’ Western condemnation led by- 
Britam provoked Tehran, Into set¬ 
ting Vdeadlino of- March- T for 
London to recant and denounce 
Rushdie or have their diplomatic. 


ties broken- 

IRNA said Monday there was 
no indication that statements 
from British leaders had gone for 
enough to meet Iran's demands 
and a complete rift appeared im¬ 
minent. 

The agency said a Swedish di¬ 
plomat who is looking after Bri¬ 
tain’s interests returned to.the 
Iranian capital and bad talks with 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Larijani Mon¬ 
day over the Rushdie crisis. 

TTie diplomat also had talks 
with the British Foreign Office 
after being recalled for consulta¬ 
tion following the recall by Euro¬ 
pean Community (EC) countries 
of their senior diplomats from 
Tehran. 

Larijani told the envoy: “The 
only solution to this crisis in the 
West is respect for Muslims and 
their belief.” 

Rushdie, 42, now in hiding 
under guard in Britain, was born 
into a Muslim fomfly in Bombay. 

IRNA said Qadhafi told (be¬ 
head of Iran's parliamentary fore- 


committee, religious judge 
Khalkhali, Sunday that 
Islam does not forgive apostasy — 
renouncing the forth. 

In Israel, where 1.4 per cent of 
the population is Muslim, chief 
rabbi Avraham Shapira urged the 
book be banned to avoid offence. 
He also criticised Khomeini’s 
death order saying it was not up 
to any man to impose such a 
sentence. “It is in the hands of 
heaven." 

Khomeini has said Rushdie bas 
no chance of escaping death and 
heU. 

A spokesman for the Popular 
Front for die Liberation of Pales¬ 
tine-General Command (PFLP- 
GC), whose leader Ahmad Jibril 
pledged in a statement Sunday 
night to comply with Khomeini's 
decree, said the meaning was 
clear. “This is a death sentence 
against Rushdie.” 

Pakistani Prime Minister Be¬ 
nazir Bhutto said Sunday that the 
previous government of her coun¬ 
try banned “The Satanic Verses” 


as a pretext to create anarchy.” 

She said Muslims should have 
ignored the book. 

“I do feel that the fun¬ 
damentalists have spread Rush¬ 
die's blasphemy,” Bhutto said, 
speaking on a British Broadcast¬ 
ing Corporation programme, 
“It’s Your World.”' 

“Because what somebody wri¬ 
tes and is not known, who cares 
about that blasphemy?... perhaps 
it would have been more 
appropriate to ignore such a 
book, to condemn it," she added. 

Bhutto, who came to power 
three months ago, said Pakistan's 
previous Islamic “fundamentalist 
regime had even given permission 
to Mr. Rushdie to visit Pakistan." 

“But suddenly they changed 
their minds and I don’t think it 
has so much (to do) with Rushdie 
or the book, but I think they just 
wanted a pretext to create a law 
and order situation and to create 
anarchy.” said Bhutto. 

She agreed, however, the book 
should Be banned. 



His Mqjesty King Hussein Monday confers with British Foreign Office 
Minister W illiam Waldegrave in a meeting attended by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan (photo by Yousef Al 'Allan) 


Prime Minister Zaid Rifai Monday holds talks with British Foreign 
Office Minister W illiam Waldegrave (Petra photo) 


Waldegrave: Britain seeks peace 
in Mideast through compromise 


By Rania Atalla with agency 
dispatches 

AMMAN — Britain is “working 
hard" to bring peace to the Mid¬ 
dle East by encouraging dialogue 
among parties involved in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, identifying 
areas of common ground among 
them and urging the need for 
compromise, British Foreign 
Office Minister William Waldeg¬ 
rave said Monday. 

In an address to members of 
the Jordan-British Society Mon¬ 
day evening, Waldegrave said 
Britain's role in bringing peace to 
the area did not entail forcing any 
solution on parties involved in the 
conflict. 

“It is not our task to impose the 
.shape of any solution (on parties 
involved in the conflict), nor 
could we. For a settlement to 
endure, it must be freely negoti¬ 
ated by all those directly con¬ 
cerned," said Waldegrave who 
arrived here earlier in the day 


from the occupied territories. 

Waldegrave said Britain has 
been urging the parties involved 
in the Arab-Israeli conflict for 
compromise, calling for courage 
to move away from traditional 
and “cliche-ridden" positions. 

“We believe the five perma¬ 
nent members (of the U.N. 
Security Council) have a particu¬ 
lar role to play,'* he said adding 
that Britain has continued its 
contacts with the U.S., the Euro¬ 
pean Community and was work¬ 
ing through the Security Council 
for peace in the area. 

He said Britain and its Euro¬ 
pean Community partners were 
urging the U.S. to put the Middle' 
East higher on its list of foreign 
policy priorities. 

Waldegrave, who spent five 
days in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza and Israel, said his visit 
had reinforced his belief that 
occupation “cannot be a solu¬ 
tion" to the region’s -problem. 

“My visit to Nablus under cur¬ 


few brought home to me forcibly 
that the territories are indeed 
under complete and thorough 
military occupation,’’ he said. 

The 15-month-old Palestinian 
uprising, he said, has given back 
to the Palestinians their dignity 
and had led the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (PLO) to adopt 
a moderate position, a matter 
which, he noted, Britain had 
been urging it to' do for years. 

Waldegrave said the PLO’s 
shift in policy was not a tactical 
move to gain temporary advan¬ 
tage, but a “strategic derision" 
reflecting a realisation amongst 
Palestinians that negotiations 
were “the only practical way of 
achieving the long-desired goal of 
Palestinian self-determination.'* 

Decisions adopted by the 
Palestine National Council Nov. 
15 as well as PLO Chairman Yas¬ 
ser Arafat's statement at the Spe¬ 
cial General Assembly session in 
Geneva late last year constitute a 
“turning point" and thus deserve 


a “positive response from Israel," 
Waldegrave said. 

Waldegrave described as 
“bizarre" Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir's view that the 
occupied territories were “liber¬ 
ated" territories belonging to 
Israel. 

“To term the territories as 
‘liberated,* as Mr. Shamir did 
when 1 was there, is simply bizar¬ 
re, to use a British understate¬ 
ment,” he said. 

Last month, Waldegrave be¬ 
came the first British minister to 
meet with Arafat, signalling a 
shift in Britain's policy in the 
Middle East. The minister, who 
met the PLO leader in Turns, said 
Monday he had been struck by 
the “practical and careful 
approach" adopted by the PLO 
in preparation for an internation¬ 
al peace conference. 

The minister said the PLO’s 
willingness to assume a role of 

(Continued on page 2) 


3 Palestinians martyred 
amid continuing strikes 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers 
fatally shot two Palestinians Mon¬ 
day and wounded 10 others in 
sporadic clashes Monday with 
stone-throwing protesters during 
a general strike in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, news 
reports said. 

It was the highest daily death 
toll in nearly a month in the 
15-month Palestinian uprising. 

A Palestinian prisoner also 
died in a Gaza prison Monday 
and police were investigating the 
circumstances, army radio re¬ 
ported. 

Arab community leaders 
meanwhile expressed concern at 
the effect of the extended closure 
of schools in the occupied terri¬ 
tories on more than 300,000 
Palestinian children. 

Israeli military officials have 
kept 1,200 West Bank schools 
closed during most of the uprising 


contending that they were centres 
of violent anti-Israeli demonstra¬ 
tions. 

Mahdi Abdul Hadi, who heads 
an Arab Jerusalem foreign policy 
think-tank, said Palestinian chil¬ 
dren of primary school age were 
learning mathematics “with the 
numbers of deportees and mar¬ 
tyrs and demolished houses." 

Education is a matter of surviv¬ 
al to Palestinians. We are con¬ 
cerned over the severe effect of 
the closures on students in the 
lower grades," he said. 

All five Palestinian universities 
in the occupied territories have 
been closed for more than a year. 

In the Gaza Strip, eight out of 
250 schools are closed inde¬ 
finitely. 

The 1.7 million Palestinian re¬ 
sidents of the occupied areas 
staged a general strike Monday in 
protest at the school closures. 

In their latest communique, the 


underground leaders of the revolt 
said: “March 6 will be a strike day 
in protest against the policy of 
making our people ignorant and 
the continuing closure of our edu¬ 
cational institutions." 

An attorney at Al Haq. a 
Palestinian human rights orga¬ 
nisation, told Reuters: “We be¬ 
lieve the closure of schools is 
illegal, is a form of collective 
punishment and is most de¬ 
trimental.” 

Israel freed 130 Palestinian 
prisoners Monday but violence 
raged in the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank. 

The army said it freed the 
inmates from Ketziot prison 
camp in Israel to mark the Isra' 
Wal Mi'raj. 

Troops killed Ahmad Rama¬ 
dan Al Azzami, 19, when they 
opened fire at stone-throwers 

(Continued on page 2) 


Third World needs aid to 
Join world ozone effort 


LONDON (R) — China called 
Monday for an international fund 
to help the Third World join the 
fight to save the earth's protective 
ozone shield. 

Developing countries urgently 
needed .rash and technology to 
begin using substitutes for ozone- 
destroying chemicals, Chinese 
Environment Commissioner Liu 
Ming Pu told a 120-nation confer¬ 
ence. 

But the Soviet Union urged 
further investigation to discover 
whether depletion of the ozone 
layer, which screens out cancer- 
causing ultraviolet sun rays and 
helps regulate the. planet's cli¬ 
mate, was due to man-made 
pollution. 

“The developed world’s accu¬ 
mulation of a great amount of 
wealth was accompanied by the 
pollution and destruction of the 
environment,” Liu told the con¬ 
ference, which opened Sunday. 

“Now these countries can use 
past accumulated wealth to man¬ 
age the environment... such is not 
the case for the developing coun¬ 
tries.” 

Uu said the proposed fond 
should provide free transfer of 
technology to developing coun¬ 
tries. India and Mexico also cal¬ 
led on industrialised nations to 
help. 


Delegates at the meeting have 
repeatedly urged participants to 
sign the 1987 Montreal Protocol, 
which calls for a 50 per cent cut in 
the use of chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs) by 1990. 

CFCs, used in refrigerators, air 
conditioning and computer chip 
solvents and found in some medi¬ 
cines. are widely held by scien¬ 
tists to be responsible for eating a 
huge hole in the ozone blanket 
over the Antarctic. 

European Community (EC) 
environment ministers agreed last 
week to ban the chemicals by the 
end of the century. 

But EC officials concede it will 
be difficult to persuade poorer 
nations to forego the benefits of 
the durable, inexpensive and 
highly versatile CFCs which in¬ 
dustrial countries have used for 
more than 40 years. 

The Soviet Union, however, 
expressed reservations about ex¬ 
tending the Montreal agreement 
without definite proof that ozone 
depletion was entirely due to 
man-made pollution. 

Vladimir Zhakharov of the 
State Committee of Hyd¬ 
rometeorology said a fluctuating 
ozone thinning found over East¬ 
ern Europe was thought to be 
caused by atmospheric changes. 

“If we have well-grounded and 


proved data that we should phase 
out more (CFCs) then we will do 
it. But we have to be very cau¬ 
tious here.” he told reporters. 

“We do not disregard the call 
of the EC countries, but our 
scientists will have to make their 
conclusions and our government 
will make its decisions." 

Mexico called for an interna¬ 
tional aid programme to help the 
Third World play its part in sav¬ 
ing the ozone layer. India called 
on rich nations to provide tech¬ 
nical aid. 

"Lest someone in this confer¬ 
ence thinks of this as charity I 
would like to remind them of the 
excellent principle of ‘polluter 
pays’ adopted in the developed 
world," Indian Minister of En¬ 
vironment Ziul Rahman Ansari 
said. 

Developed countries were con¬ 
suming 100 times more CFCs 
than Third World nations, he 
added. 

Liu said China accounted for 
less than two per cent of world 
CFC consumption, compared to 
more than 80 per cent by the 
developed countries. 

Mexico is a Montreal signatoty 
but China and India are not. Six 
more nations said Sunday that 
they would sign. 


Arafat 
offers to 
revive 
truce 

KUWAIT (Agencies) — Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara¬ 
fat has offered to revive a 1981 
ceasefire accord with the 
Israelis in South Lebanon and 
says he is ready to visit if Arab 
governments approve, news¬ 
papers reported Monday. 

Bat be said reviving that 
short-lived ceasefire, mediated 
by the U.N. peacekeeping force 
in South Lebanon, “should 
only take place according to 
our co n d iti ons.*' 

In an interview with editors 
of several Kuwaiti dailies, he 
stressed that the PLO would 
agree to a truce if Israel “stops 
its raids in the region, ends its 
expulsion of Palestinians and 
stops using arms against the 
uprising'' in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

He said that Israel was nego¬ 
tiating with the PLO through 
the United Nations for a halt to 
guerrilla operations from 
South Lebanon. 

- Arafat’s offer came amid 
Israeli claims that resistance 
attacks launched against 
Brad's self-designated “secur¬ 
ity zone" in South Lebanon 
violated the renunciation of 
terrorism Arafat made last De¬ 
cember, when be also recog¬ 
nised Israel. 

Tbe Israelis regularly retali¬ 
ate for the cross-border raids 
with air Strikes On Palesti nian 
bases and ground assaults from 
the “security zone." 

Arafat has repeatedly said 
that guerrilla attacks on milit¬ 
ary targets in Israel and the 
occupied territories do not con¬ 
stitute terrorism. 

He told a news conference in 
Abu Dhabi last Friday that the 
PLO adhered to the 1981 cease¬ 
fire. 

Arafat said the Israeli army 
invaded Lebanon in June 1982, 
ostensibly to crash the FLO, 
only after an abortive assas¬ 
sination attempt a gainst Shlo- 
mo Argov, brad's ambassador 
in London, by members of 
renegade Palestinian leader 
Abu Nidal’s extremist faction. 

(Continued on page 2) • 
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U.N. favours Afghan 
provisional government 


DHAKA (R) — U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
said Monday be wanted to see a' 
broadly-based provisional gov¬ 
ernment set up in Kabul to help 
resolve the crisis in Afghanistan. 

Such a government would 
“lead to genera] elections which 
will express democratically the 
will of Afghan people,” he told a 
news conference daring a visit to • 
Bangladesh- 

He said the international aspect 
of the Afghan problem bad been 
solved with the withdrawal of 
Soviet forces under a U.N.-spon- 
sored accord signed in Geneva 
last April, but the internal prob¬ 
lem remained difficult. 

Afgh anis tan's Western-backed 
Mojahedeen rebels set up an in¬ 
terim government Feb. 23 with 
Sibghatullah Mojaddidi as presi¬ 
dent, but the meeting setting it up 
was boycotted by an Iran-based 
Afghan guerrilla grouping. 
Kabul's President Najibnllah 
favours a coalition but all rebel 
groups want him to step down. 

“It is still a very complicated 
''situation and not an easy problem 
to solve,” said Perez de Cuellar, 
who left later in the day for 
Kathmandu on the final leg of a 
five-nation South Asian tour. 

Pakistan-based Afghan rebels 
have dispatched a mission to Isla¬ 
mic countries to win recognition 
for the govemment-in-exiie seek¬ 
ing to take power in Kabul. 

The team, led by radical guer¬ 
rilla party leader Gulbuddin Hek- 


raatyar, left Sunday for Tehran, 
where it will also try to patch up 
differences with Iran-based re¬ 
bels, a guerrilla spokesman told 
Reuters. 

He said the group will go on 
from Iran to Saudi Arabia and 
then several other Islamic coun¬ 
tries. ahead of an Islamic foreign 
ministers meeting expected later 
this month. 

Washington and Islamabad, 
which backed the Afghan rebels 
in their nine-year war against 
Soviet forces, have said the gov¬ 
ernment of Najibullah is illegiti¬ 
mate. 

A consultative council of the 
seven main Pakistan-based rebel 
parties has already chosen what it 
calls an interim government after 
nearly two weeks of feuding be¬ 
tween fundamentalists and mod¬ 
erates and the boycott by groups 
in Iran. 

Pakistani Prime Minister Be¬ 
nazir Bhutto said last week the 
guerrilla demand for internation¬ 
al recognition of this “govern¬ 
ment” was premature. 

Guerrilla sources said Hek- 
matyar met Pakistan Foreign 
Minister Sahabzada Yaqub Khan 
Saturday with a request that Isla¬ 
mabad take an initiative in 
according recognition. 

Bat Yaqub Khan said Pakistan 
could do so only after “some 
technical problems,” were re¬ 
moved, one Afghan source said 
without elaborating. 

No Pakistani statement on the 



Arafat offers to revive truce in Lebanon 


Continued from page 1 

In (he interview published 
Monday, Arafat said: “I can 
go to Israel only if my trip is 
endorsed by all Arabs. I am not 
(Anwarj Sadat to go to Jeru¬ 
salem for onQaienil negotia¬ 
tions/ 1 

The late Egyptian president 
visited Israel in November 1977 
“without prior Arab consent 
and extended concessions per¬ 
taining to the Palestinian right 
to self-determination without 
waving a right to do so,” Ara¬ 
fat said. 

“Had be gone to Israel back¬ 
ed by an Arab consensus, a 
Palestinian state would have 
been set up by now/ 1 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit¬ 
zhak Shamir, meanwhile, de¬ 
fiantly rejected the ILS. stand 
that Jewish settlements con¬ 
structed in the occupied terri¬ 
tories were an obstacle to Mid¬ 
dle East peace, by telling col¬ 
leagues in his right-wing Likud 
bloc “This doesn’t obligate 
me, it doesn’t bother me.” 

In one of his most fiery 
speeches, Shamir also de¬ 
nounced Israeli activists of the 
Peace Now movement for meet¬ 
ing with Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. Shamir, 
who spoke Sunday, accused the 
activists of sabotaging Israel’s 
“political and security’ 1 in¬ 
terests. 

Finance Minister Shimon 
Peres, leader of the rival 
Labour Party, met with Mayor 
Elias Freij of Bethlehem at bis 
finance ministry office 
Monday. 


An aide to Peres said the two 
discussed advancing contacts 
between Israelis and Palesti¬ 
nians. 

An angry debate over 
Israel’s policy towards the 
PLO also erupted Monday in a 
closed-door session of parlia¬ 
ment’s defence and foreign 
affairs committee. 

Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens denounced plans of 
other Israeli legislators to meet 
PLO supporters in New York 
next week. 

“I can understand Israelis 
who say we must speak to the 


PLO, bat here there is an 
attempt to torpedo the govern¬ 
ment’s policy/ 1 Arens was 
quoted by Israel radio as 
saying. 

“Debates must be conducted 
in Israel, not abroad. Let’s say 
you bring about pressure on 
Israel and the government 
caves in, is that how we want to 
have decisions made by 
Israel? 1 ’ Arens reportedly 
added. 

The foreign ministry said 
Arens wifi travel to Washing¬ 
ton next week to meet U.S. 
President George Bush. 


3 Palestinians martyred 


Continued from page 1 

near Jabalya camp in Gaza, and 
Ibrahim Mohammad A1 Jabr, 24, 
during a search-and-arrest opera¬ 
tion in Salem village in the West 
Bank, Arab and Israeli sources 
quoted by Reuters said. 

The killings, the first in four 
days in the occupied territories, 
brought the death toll in the 
uprising to 397 Palestinians. 

Palestinians said six Jabalya 
camp residents were wounded 
and three in Gaza Gty and Sba’ti 
camp, all in Gaza. One was also 
wounded in Salem, near Nablus. 

In the West Bank, troops 
allowed the 100,000 residents of 
Nablus to leave their homes for 
the first time in 10 days, lifting a 
curfew imposed when a soldier 

was killed by unknown assailants 
who dropped a building block on 
his head. 


In the West Bank, soldiers 
bulldozed three Palestinian 
homes in Mazra A1 Sharqiya vil¬ 
lage, claiming the buildings were 
constructed illegally, reports said. 

A small bomb exploded at a 
soldiers' hitchhiking post north of 
Tel Aviv, Israel radio reported. 
No one was injured and 20 
Palestinians in the area were de¬ 
tained for questioning, the radio 
said. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli army 
told four Gaza families that their 
relatives are to be expelled and 
offered the families a last meeting 
Wednesday morning in Gaza 
prison, reports said. 

The four, Abu Abu Karsb, 
Nabil Tamous, Mohammad Saadi 
Mudufa and Riyadh Wajih Ajour, 
aged 22 to 34, are likely to be 
expelled Thursday or Sunday, the 
reports said. 


Britain seeks peace through compromise 


Continued from page 1 

responsibility in the peace pro¬ 
cess, following His Majesty King 
Hussein's decision to sever for¬ 
mal ties with the West Bank, 
came as a “great encouragement” 
to Britain. King Hussein's July 
1988 decision, he said, had given 
the peace process “a new im¬ 
petus.” 

Addressing the Israeli Council 
for Foreign Relations Sunday 
night, Waldegrave said Arafat 
aimed for a confederation with 
Jordan. 

“A third state would not be our 
(Britain's) preferred solution, but 
I do not think it is worth explor¬ 
ing whether it is really the PLO’s 
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objective, 1 ’ he was quoted as 
saying by Reuters. 

“It is our clear understanding 
and that is one of the positive 
things that Mr. Arafat said when 
I met him that confederation 
(with Jordan) was not an option 
but an objective of the PLO," he 
said. 

The minister paid tribute to the 
positive role played by King Hus¬ 
sein in the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and in helping bring about the 
Aug. 20 ceasefire in the Iran-Iraq 


Aug. 20 ceasefire in the Iran-Iraq 
war. 

Britain’s relations with Iran 
had suffered a “setback" and 
attempts to rebuild ties had re¬ 
sulted in failure following the row 
over Salman Rushdie's novel 
“The Satanic Verses.” 
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The Church of Jesns Cfarkt of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817. 821264 


WEATHER 

Bullain supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


“We should certainly like to 
restore normality between us," 
said Waldegrave. "But we cannot 
start the process again until the 
Iranian leadership is prepared to 
renounce the use or threat of 
violence against citizens of other 
countries.'’ 

During his visit ta the occupied 
territories and Israel, Waldegrave 
met with Israeli Foreign Minister 
Moshe Arens and other Israeli 
officials as well as Pales tinian 
leaders. 

The minister said Britain had 
.decided to increase its grant- 
based programme of technical 
cooperation with Jordan, replac¬ 
ing some of its aid to the King¬ 
dom in the form of loans. 


PSP militia fires on 
helicopters as Aoun 
enforces ports ban 



BEIRUT (AP)—Drnze militia gunners fired rockets 
at two helicopter gunships Monday as they patrolled. 
Lebanon’s territorial waters with navy gunboats to 
enforce a ban on illegal ports run by rival militias, 
police reported. 


Javier Perez de Cuefiar 

meeting was immediately avail¬ 
able. 

Pakistan is the second major 
supporter of the Afghan rebels to 
decline recognition of the new 
group. Earlier, the United States 
said a government-in-exile had 
not met all the requirements for 
diplomatic recognition. 

Hekmatyar, leader of the 
radical Hezb-i-IsIami guerrilla 
party, has been reluctant to 
accept the foreign minister’s post 
in the exile government that was- 
given to him by last month’s 
Shura. 

But the party’s executive com¬ 
mittee later said the post would 
be accepted conditionally. 

A committee statement after a 
meeting in the northwestern 
Pakistani town of Peshawar said 
the conditions included the elec¬ 
tion of a new “Shnra” within five 
months and shifting the govern- 
me at-in-exile to Afghanistan 
within a month. 


They said neither of the 
French-built Gazelle gunships 
was hit when the militiamen 
opened up with multi-barrelled 
rocket launchers as the helicop¬ 
ters flew near the port of Jiye, 24 
kilometres south of Beirut. 

The makeshift port has been 
run by the mainly Drnze, Prog¬ 
ressive Socialist Party (PSP) mili¬ 
tia since they captured it from the 
Falangists in 1985. 

A police spokesman, who can¬ 
not be named under standing 
regulations, said: “The helicop¬ 
ters were flying four miles (6 km) 
off the coast, well beyond the 
range of the Drnze rocket laun¬ 
chers. The firing did not interrupt 
or stop the patrols.” 

A Defence Ministry communi¬ 
que said foreign ships heading for 
Lebanon have been warned not 


to enter any of the five militia- 
controlled harbours along Leba¬ 
non’s 170-kilometre Mediterra¬ 
nean coastline. 

The ban was ordered Sunday 
by army Commander Gen. 
Michel Aoun, who heads the 
military cabinet that is vying for 
power with a rival cabinet in west 
Beirut. 

It was part of his campaign to 
restore state authority that has 
been eroded by 14 years of civil 
war in which Falangist and 
opposition militias have taken 
over many of the functions of 
government. 

The militias use their ports to 
bring in arms and supplies as well 
as imported goods sold in the 
areas under their control. 

They have levied import duties 
that robbed the state treasury of 


an estimated S100 millton a year. 

“We’re not forcibly shutting 
militia harbours or blockading 
them said another spokesman, 
who also can not be named under 
standing regulations. “We’re 
merely blocking foreign ships 
from going there. 

“If a ship insists on violating 
the ban, it wiU be seized and 
forced to sail into Beirut port so 
its captain can be questioned be¬ 
fore beginning legal procedures 
against it,” he said. 

He listed five legal ports — 
Beirut, Jouniefa and Tripoli, 
north of the capital, and Si don 
and Tyre, to the south. 

To supervise the new ban, 
Aoun resurrected a maritime au¬ 
thority made up of representa¬ 
tives of the Public Works Minis¬ 
try, the navy, air force, police and 
customs department. 

The communique said they met 
Monday at the Defence Ministry 
in suburban Yarze and set up an 
“operations room to oversee the 
new ban around the dock.” 


High-level meeting opens today 
in Khartoum on relief for Sudan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern¬ 
ment of Sudan and the U.N. 
jointly open a high-level meeting 
in Khartoum Tuesday to devise 
urgent measures for averting a 
major disaster for populations 
displaced or adversely affected by 
the conflict in southern Sudan 
and by natural calamities. 

The meeting, which will be 
opened by Prime Minister Sadeq 
A1 Mahdi, comes amid mounting 
Sudanese, U.N. and international 
concern that unless action is 
taken immediately to pre-posi¬ 
tion food stocks in the affected 
areas before the heavy rainy sea¬ 
son which begins in May, a great 
□umber of the hundreds of 
thousands of people already at 
risk could face outright starvation 
and death, according to the U.N. 
secretary general, Javier Perez de 
Cuellar. 

Commenting on the crisis, the 
secretary-general said, that given 
the enormous logistical con¬ 
straints that exist, the relief op¬ 
eration was caught in a “race 
against time.” 

Calling for a humanitarian re¬ 
sponse which must be seen by all 
as transcending the political 
aspects of the crisis. Perez de 
Cuellar urged support for the 
extraordinary measures that were 
needed to prevent a repetition, 
daring (he forthcoming rainy sear 
son, of last year’s tragedy, when 
tens of thousands died. Without 
such measures, it is conservative¬ 


ly estimated that over 100,000 
people may die this year, he said. 

The populations affected by 
this crisis are located either in the 
conflict area of the southern re¬ 
gion, in the bordering provinces 
immediately north where many 
have fled for safety, or in Khar¬ 
toum where they have sought 
sanctuary in the already over- 
populated capital. Many of those 
who have reached safety have 
been in appalling condition, espe¬ 
cially vulnerable groups such as 
children, mothers and older 
people. 

The secretary-general will be 
represented at the meeting by a 
high-level delegation composed 
of James P. Grant, under-secret- 
ary-general and executive direc¬ 
tor of the United Nations Chil¬ 
dren’s Fund, James Ingram, ex¬ 
ecutive director of the World 
Food Programme, and Abdul 
Rahim A. Farah, under-secret- . 
ary-general for special political 
questions, regional cooperation, 
decolonisation and trusteeship. 

Invited to the meeting will be 
senior representatives of the main 
aid participants in relief opera¬ 
tions. In addition to the Sudanese 
authorities and United Nations 
agencies, these will include gov¬ 
ernments and international and 
national non-governmental orga¬ 
nisations. The meeting’s primary 
concern will be the timely pro¬ 
positioning of relief supplies in 
-towns and areas that will be 


logistically cut off from outside 
contact by the onset of the May 
rains. Because of the magnitude 
and complexity of this effort, the 
cooperation of all concerned will 
need to be intensified in order to 
ensure effective air, river, rail 
and road transport and safe pas- 


According to the U.N., an esti¬ 
mated 100,000 tonnes of food is 
required this year for the dis¬ 
placed and affected populations 
in Sudan. Of this, 80,000 tonnes 
should be pre-positioned near the 
areas of need before road and rail 
transportation is effectively 
halted in the rainy season from 
May through November. Hie ma¬ 
jor problem is transportation, 
since donors have already com¬ 
mitted 75,000 tonnes of food, and 
more pledges are expected. In 
addition, Sudan has had a bum¬ 
per harvest, -its best in 10 years, 
so food is also available locally 
outside the conflict mid 1 famine 
areas. 

Under the rircmnstances, an 
emergency airlift and adequate 
storage are essential to satisfac¬ 
torily pre-position required food 
stocks and other emergency re¬ 
quirements in time, with the 
rains, many air strips will again 
become unusable for cargo 
planes, and road and rail traffic 
will either be brought to a halt or 
severely slowed down, hence the 
' need to have all stocks in place by 
May, the U.N. said. 


Israel denies ‘security zone* expatwon 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel has ngomalv denied Lebanese 
reports that it piaitt to expand its scjf'Styfed “secarity taoe” to 
southern Lebanon, Responding to statements of concern need 
by Lebanon’s dual government, an Israeli defense wnrisay 
official said Israel has “no mention whatsoever" ofeapeadfagthe 
border strip the army controls and patrols in sonthen Lebanon. 
A Lebanon radio station affiliated with the IsraefrtBied South 
Lebanon Army. (SLA), Voice of the South, bat reported ftM 
Israel wants to include five villages in the “security zone." The 
report said tire move was requested by mtidrawfied leaden of the 
‘Mimes, Khalwat. ’Ain Scnta, Kfirand ‘Am Ate villages, located 
a few kilometres north of the zone. But defence m raatr y 
spokesman Eitan Haber denied the reports Sunday. Be said fees* 
have been “numerous requests” from certain villages whose 
residents would like to be included in die zone to benefit from 
increased “security and economic advantages. ” “Israel however 
has no intention whatsoever of widening the zone. 11 Haber said. 

‘Mideast arms race threatens work! peace’ 

CAIRO (AP) — The Soviet Union's ambassador to Egypt. 
Gennady Zhuravlev, said Sunday that the arms race in (he Middle 
East was threatening world peace. Zhuravlev told a press 
conference that Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze's 
recent 10-day tour of the region had “positive and important" 
results. He also stressed the Soviet Union’s support for an 
international peace conference under U-N. auspices to bring 
peace to the Middle East. “While the international scene shows 
most regional disputes being resolved peacefully, that’cannot be 
said of the Middle East,” Zhuravlev said, speaking in Russian 
which was translated to Arabic. “There is an urns race m the 
Middle East and that not only threatens the region but also 
threatens work) peace,” be added. He said Shevardnadze had 
stressed to all parties in the region that an international peace 
conference with the participation of tire five permanent members 
of the Security Council as well as concerned parties in the region 
was the only way to establish peace. He said the Soviet Union 
would exert ail efforts to prepare for such a meeting, including 
holding contacts with the United States as well as the Security 
Council. He said all countries in the region agreed to the idea 
except Israel. 

Egyptian parliament expels member 

CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian parliament expelled an opposition 
member Sunday over a scuffle m the house with Interior Minister 
Zakj Badr. The People’s Assembly, dominated by President 
Hosni Mubarak's National Democratic Party (NDP), voted by 
339 votes to 77 with four abstentions to kick out Talaat Raslan. of 
the centre-right New Waft! Party. Raslan grabbed Badr by the 
arms during an angry debate two weeks ago on alleged torture of 
detained Muslim fundamentalists. Badr responded by slapping 
Raslan. The minister, a former police general appointed by 


muraias m i7oo to Keep nmaamentaiist activity under control, is 
not a member of the assembly. Raslan’s seat was declared vacant 
and parliamentary sources said a date for a by-election would be 
fixed later. 

Mubarak appeals to theologians 

CAIRO (R) — President Hosni Mubarak urged Muslim theolo¬ 
gians Sunday to promote family planning, saying the booming 
birth rate would bring disaster on Egypt. He also urged clergymen 
at the inauguration of an Islamic missionary institute in Cairo to 
preach against drug-taking and religious fundamentalism. “Reli¬ 
gious extremism leads to terro ri sm, drug addiction generates 
crime and overpopulation takes the country to complete destruc¬ 
tion," he said. Mubarak said 1.3- million babies were added 
annually to the country's population of 53 million, while revenues 
remained low. “If this high rate continues, there will come a day 
when we will not be able to feed them.” He urged the theologians 
to preach family planning, especially to farmers and the poor 
where birth rates were high. He recited a verse from the Koran: 
“Eat and drink but avoid excess. He does not love the 
intemperate," as an example that God called on the faithful to 


said. “Most of the fun da m entalists lack good understanding and 
proper judgement. Here comes your role in putting more effort in 
explaining to them how to be good citizens,” he told the 
theologians. 


Bullets, garbage on the Champs-Elysees of Mideast 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — Rats prowl heaps 
of garbage and ragged laundry 
flaps on Beirut’s Rue Hamra, 
once so fashionable it was re¬ 
nowned as the Champs-Elysees 
of the Middle East. 

“Before the war started, 
Hamra bustled with life. Now it- 
is haunted by ghosts,” said 
shopkeeper Suad Rahmeh, 
leaning across the counter at 
Librairie Antoine, one of the 
wide street’s oldest bookshops. 

“Lights glittered and the 
smell of pernime filled the air. 
People from all over the world, 
wearing their best outfits, strol¬ 
led along the polished pave¬ 
ments, sat In cafes or enjoyed 
the night spots,” Rahmeh said 
with tears welling in her eyes. 

Hamra has lost its cosmopo¬ 


litan charm to nearly 14 years 
of civil war, militUMUiarchy and 
suffering. Heaps of rat-infested 
garbage decay along its dirty 
pavements. 

Moneychangers with stacks 
of Lebanese pounds in their 
hands stand on comers, inter¬ 
cepting passers-by with offers 
of a deal. 

Scores of families who lost 
their homes to the war have 
invaded some of Hamra’s mul¬ 
ti-storey trade and banking 
buildings — many of which 
were built during a b usiness 
boom just before the war. 

Their dirty tinted-glass 
facades, which once reflected 
neon signs while Hamra bus¬ 
tled into the early hours of the 
morning, are draped with 
frayed laundry which flaps 
from windows and balconies. 

Few Lebanese dare to leave 


their Beirut homes after dark. 

Most restaurants which were 
among the top meeting places 
in the Middle East for 
Lebanese, Arab and Western 
intellectuals, politicians and 
diplomats in years before the 
war have closed down. 

A few soldiers on, but their 
usual customers have changed. 

“I used to serve clients rang¬ 
ing from presidents to artists in 
tins cafe before the war started. 
Now, only militiamen sit 
here/' said Wafiq, an em¬ 
ployee at the Wimpy cafe since 
it opened in 1968. 

The marble and white¬ 
washed walls of Hamra ‘have 
been transformed 1 into bill¬ 
boards for rival parties and 
militias. 

The movie stars shown on 
colourful posters adorning 
cinemas have been replaced by 


pictures of Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad, Iranian spir¬ 
itual leader Ayatollah Ruhol- 
lah Khomeini, and militia 
dead. 

Chronic power cuts have also 
robbed Hamdra of its glamour. 

During the day, the roar of 
electricity generators, hooting 
by nervous drivers and street 
vendors' calls follow pedes¬ 
trians as they try to manoeuvre 
along pavements blocked by 
illegally parked cars. 

Goods displayed in what 
were exquisitely decorated 
store windows are shielded by 
metal doors to protect against 
bullets. 

“The iron door mania began 
two years ago,” said Walid 
Ahmad, who runs a gift shop. 
“They were the ideal solution 
to stop the glass being broken 
and goods from being stolen 


DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


A drop in temperature wiU occur 
and clouds appear on different alti¬ 
tudes. so local rain is expected. Wind 
will be nonhwesorly moderate. In 

Aqaba, wind will be northerly moder¬ 
ate and seas calm. 

Min ./max. temp. 

Amman. 6/17 

Aqaba. 10/23 

Deserts. 4/19 

Jordan VaDcy. 8/21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 22, Aqaba 26. Humidity readings: 
Amman 19 per ccnl, Aqaba 40 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ali Asa'ad.897919 

Dr. Abdul Wahab Awad.846070 

Dr. Jamal Abu Baler .746426 

Dr. 'Issam Abu Rizq.681967 

Firas pharmacy.661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy .778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy ..637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy.623672 


AlSalam pharmacy.636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy.637660 

IRBID: 

Dr. Abdul Majid A] Sabahin. (—) 

A1 Sbaraa’ pharmacy.(985238) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Jihad Muslch .. 
Khalifeh pharmacy 


EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department.661111 

GviJ Defence Immediate 

Rescue.630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency.199 

Rescue Police.192,621111,637777 

File Brigade.6220W/93 

Blood Bank....775121 

Highway Police.. 843402 

Traffic Police.656390/91 

Public Security Department 

.656000/685113 

Hotel Comp! alma.605800 

Price Complaints.661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints.897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints.787111 

Telephone information 


Overseas Calls.17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs.623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs.661101 

Jordan Television.773111 

Radio Jordan.774111 

Water Authority.680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company.636381 

RJ Flight information. 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport. 08-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre.813813/32 

KhaBdiMaternity,!. Amn644281/6 
Akikh Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity......... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman.636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani. 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital.669131 

University Hospital. 84584 5 

Al-Mnasber Hospital ....._ 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaE.666127/37 

AJ-AhK, Abdafi. 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mnhajreen.; 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh.775111/26 

Army. Marka....891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital.602240/50 


Amal Hospital.674155 

ZARQA: _ 

Zarqa Govl Hospital...... (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)99 10 71 

IbnShia Hospital .- (09W86732 

IRBID-. 

Princess Basma Hospital(02) 275555 
Cheek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafees Hospital....- (02)247100 

Princess Hays Hospital.... (03)314311 

MARKET PRICES 

Banana".!. 350 / 300 

flnnann (M u Irani mar ) ........ 300 / 250 

Broad beam..—. r3{522 

CanST.-.- 230/180 

Cauliflower.. 180 /140 

Cucumbers. 

Eggplant... 270/200 

SSrikT..J. 220 / 2D0 

Grapefruit -.—• 320/210 

b-nionT... 350/300. 

Lettuce (per one) .140/100 

Marrow (targe). 

Marrow {§8&sffl)- 420/380 

Grange (Shammomi). 420 / 360 


_ % . .... 340 / 300 

Onion (dry).. 220 / 200 

Onion (green) —:_ 220/200 

Pepperfboi). 720/650 

Pepper (sweet)..;. 400 / 350 

Potato... 330/280 

Spinach.. 80/ 50 

Mandarin .. 520 / 500 

Tomatoes .—. 200 / 150 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

77ns information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart¬ 
ment at the Owea ASa International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, when 'It 
should always be verified 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

MdQ..... Singapore, Knaia Lwnpnr(BJ 

0&55 ..Baghdad (RJ) 

»i 10.-.Aqaba (RJ) 

99:15_Jeddah (RJ) . 

0930. Cairo (RJ) 

OWO.Muscat, Dubai (RJ 

0fc55 ............. Doha, BahrainiRJ 

IfcW.- Abu Dhabi, Kuwait (RJ) 

10:15 Jeddah (RJ 

1&30 ....... Montreal, New York (RJi- 

Ifc20.. Miami. Vienna (lU 

1&29-;-Athens, Istanbul (RJ 

1&55 .... Copenhagen, Frankfurt (RJ 


each time militiamen ex¬ 
changed fire with their 
machineguns and grenades out¬ 
side.” 

Another Hamra shopowner 
put an ugly end to the risk of 
ever having to pay for broken 
plate glass windows. He 
ordered a concrete wall to be 
built in their place, blocking fus 
view of Hamra. 

But despite years of street 
battles and shelling, many peo¬ 
ple who live or work on the 
street remain optimistic that hs 
glory will be ultimately res¬ 
tored when the civil war comes 
to an end. 

“Give us a president, a 
strong government, peace and 
security,” said Marleyn 
Sayyed, a Hamra resident. 
“And we promise that yon will 
once again see the street you 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

12:15.... Bagbdsd 8A) 

13M .— Moscow, Laroaea (SU) 

1*45...Tripoli AH) 

17:01.— Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

--Zorich, Laroaea (SR) 

0fk25 —.. London. CairofBAl 


O* 25 —. London. Cairo (BA) 

DVAHlttlS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal t) 

iiM ..... ~^ 

IlW ............. Athens. Istanbul (RJ) 

llstf --Frankfun,BmsscbraJ) 

lls45-Rome, Madrid (RJ) 

j** .. Gcoe ^ Il0 ftl£&{{ 

HtejO ............ Kuwtdt, DJutorotRJ) 

20.10 —| ffi 1 *™ ffinj 

2»fe» Cairofel) 

2fc3# ..Aba Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

2 tie — ..- n nimwii (srt 

Other Flights (Terminal 2} 

lfc2t — ...— Prim (MS 

11*30 .Laroaea (KU < 

13*3# -.... Baghdad (IA) 

Md» —Laroaea. Moscow (SU 

1&0# Dnbai(&kv 

I...DamacasiAZ^ 
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■ AOAS COUNCIL: _ MEETING: The Council of Itfioisteis had 
" formed Jordan’s delegation to the meetings of the executive council 

■ of the Amman-based Arab Organisation of Ad minis trative Sciences 

• (AOAS) which will take {dace on March 27.-The council win igramim* 

• the organisation's-'1989' budget and a working plan for the current 
: year, .The .delegation to the four-day meeting win be led by the 
;secretary general of the Qvil Service Commission. (Petra) 

ART EXHIBITION: Her. Royal. Highness Princess Wijdan Afi 
. Noonday opened a two-week art exhibition by Egyptian Artist Adli 
. Rizqaflah at AI Waati. Gallery in the Plaza Hotel. The exhibition 
'includes 43"paintings depicting man’s relationship with the environ- 
; ment and nature. (Petra) 

; At ISRAA WAL MI’RAJ: Chief of Staff General Fathi Abu Taleb 
. Monday attended the celebrations on the occasion of Al Israa Wal 
! MTraj held by the Jordanian Armed Forces Military Command. Also 
; present were senior army officers. (Petra) 

; LUNCHEON HELD FOR CHINESE ENVOY: Deputy Prime 

. Minister and Education Minister Dhoqan Al Hindawi Monday gave a 
;luncheon, at. Plaza Hotel in honour of Chinese Ambassador in 
Amman Zhang Zhen at-the conclusion of his tour of duty. Present 

■ were members of the diplomatic corp and senior Foreign Ministry 
'employees. (Petra); y 

; ANANI RECEIVES ITALIAN ENVOY: Royal Scientific Society 
’ President Dr. Jawad Anaoi Monday dismissed with Italian Ambassa¬ 
dor jn Amman Francesco de-Curten means to bolster bilateral 
relations in the fields of science and technology. (Petra) 

: ENVOY MEETS TUNISIAN MINISTER: Tunisian Foreign 
: Minister AbduJ'Hamid Al Sheikh Monday discussed with Jordan’s 

• Ambassador in Tunis TalaJ Safari Al Hassan means to bolster 
bilateral relations and issues of common interest. (Petra) 

PEOPLE’S ARMY: A new batch of People’s Army recruits 
' Monday graduated in Al Kotzra district. The military commander of 

• brbid region addressed the graduates on the importance of the 
People's Army and called on them to continue t rainin g to maintain 

; their high standard. (Petra) 

; SALT SEEK£ JD 100,000 LOAN: Salt Municipality hag applied 
. for JD .100,000! loan from the Cities and Villages Development Bank 
; to finance road construction works at Salt and neighbouring regions. 
t At the same time the municipality announced that it has started work 
; oh public gardens in seven different districts. (Petra) 

■ ENGLISH LANGUAGE COURSE: The Noor AI Hussein Fonnd- 
» ation (NHF),Monday opened a two and a half month tr ainin g course 
. in English language at Aqaba. Women employed in offices r un by the 
, private and public sectors will benefit from the course. (Petra) 

* ’PAN-ARAB ORGANISATIONS: The Royal Scientific Society 
j (RSS) is taking part in a meeting held in Cairo to means of 

. developing pan-Arab organisations within a prog ramm e that ends by 
.* the year 2000. Dr. Jamal Budur represents the RSS at the three-day 
; meeting. (Petra) 

; ZAKAT FUND: Matters related to Zakat (alms for the poor) were 

• discussed by Irbid Governor Abram Naser and the Zakat Fund 
I director at the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Sheikh 

• Mohammad Abu Shaqra. The two sides discussed arrangements for 
« collecting; alms for the poor in the Irbid Governorate in the presence 
; of the city mayor and representatives of the chamber of commerce. 

• COMPUTER EXHIBITION; Yarmouk University Vice-President 
for Administration Affairs Dr..Fouad Al Sheikh Salem has opened a 
three-day computer exhibition at the university. The exhibition is 

; organised by the University Computer and Information Centre. 

• (Petra) 

.' CELEBRATIONS IN MA’AN: The Awqaf Department in Ma’an 
! Govembrate has* prepared a four-day programme to celebrate Al 
j Israa Wal Mi’raj. This includes delivering sermons at mosques,. 
; speeches at -police stations, and cultural institutions. (Petra) 

Jordan to mark women’s 

■ day with cultural events 


[AMMAN (J.T.) — International 
■Woman’s Day will be marked in 
Jordan with a number of lectures, 
seminars and other cultural 
events to be 1 organised by 
women's unions in various parts 
of the country. 

According to an official state¬ 
ment, the'events will highlight the 
Jordanian women's contributions 
to the social and earaomic de¬ 
velopment of the Kingdom over 
the years. 

Among the activities will be a 
luncheon organised by the Am¬ 
man Business and Professional 
Women 1 Club (ABPWC) to be 
-attended by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma. The Princess is 
: expected to address the meeting 
;on women’s issues and their con- 
;tribution to social and economic 
-endeavours. 

Alongwith other. women’s 
organisations the ABPWC has 
[planned seminars, lectures and 
cultural events to mark the occa¬ 
sion. ■ 

:■ On March 11, Health Minister 
; Zubair Malhas will attend a semi- 
’nar on- the dangers of smoking 
- while Labour. Minister Marwan 


Dudin wiD attend a seminar on 
working women and employment 
in Jordan on March 15. 

Minister of Education 
Tbouqan Al Hindawi will attend 
part of the events to be held at 
the Abdul Hamid Sfaoman 
Foundation in Amman. These 
events will tackle the question of 
education and women in general. 

Observation of the Internation¬ 
al Women’s Day in Jordan fol¬ 
lows the conclusion of the first 
meeting here by the Arab 
Women Scientific Council which 
met under the patronage of Prin¬ 
cess Basma. 

The council passed a set of 
decisions designed to improve the 
condition of poor rural and urban 
women through the introduction 
of projects and programmes in 
their areas. 

The decisions followed a two- 
day meeting by the council's 
board members who reviewed a 
number of issues pertaining to the 
council's activities 'and discussed 
programmes which can be laun¬ 
ched in cooperation with regional 
and international organisations. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings axe compiled Horn monthly bulletins and 
tfje daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
rime and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

An exhibition entitled “Die Icebreaker’’ which inclu de s show-, 
mg a film about tbe.activities of a Swedish icebreaker and the 
environment surrounding it, a photo exhibition and a radio 
7 -.pro gram me at the French Cultural Centre. 

An art exhibition by Mohammad Bolis and Munira Al. 
.- t Tmtisfryu d AI Qadasiyya College. 

☆ An exfcibitian of painting s for chUdren by Dtiana Rifai and 
f Karofine Ayoab at Hays Arts Centre, 
fr A plastic art exhib ition by Rida Shuqairi at tbe Royal Cnttnral 


it A plastic art exhibition by NoeDe.Sbawa at ASa Art Gallery. 
☆ An art exhibition by Ahmed Snbdh at the Petra Bank Gallery. 
^ A graphic art exhibition displaying works by German artists 
- JLubenmum, Slevogt and Corinth at the Jordan National 
Gallery. 

• Amman fntwr wgtiimal Book Exhibition which includes various 
scientific, li te r ar y , refighms and childrai’s books at the 
! - International Motor Centre. 

> An art exhibition by Egyptian artist ’Adfi RizquDah at Al 
" Wasiti Gaflery. 

' FILMS 

■it A. vfoeo ffim on the French Refutation entitled “Marie- 
AntoinCtte” at the French Cnttnral Centre —, 4:00 p.m. 

Jr A Gordian film fntittrd “Palermo Oder Wolfsburg” QRngtish 
. subtitled) gt the Goethe Instilnte— &00 p.m. 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan with the Veterinary Vaccines after opening the centre Mon- 
staff of the Jordan Centre for the Production of ■ day (Petra photo) 


Crown Prince urges talks on 
promoting veterinary services 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday opened the Jordan Cen¬ 
tre for the Production of Veterin- 
ary Vaccines which will be mar¬ 
keted in the Kingdom and in the 
neighbouring Arab states. 

In a brief speech at the cere¬ 
mony, Prince Hassan praised the 
efforts of the Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture, which set up the centre, and 
called for a round table confer¬ 
ence, to be attended by repre- 


Dajani 
inspects 
Sahab, 
Muwaqqar 


AMMAN (Petra) — Interior 
Minis ter Rajai Dajani Monday 
made an inspection tour of Sahab 
and Muwaqqar, sooth east of 
Amman, ana inspected the public 
services in the two areas. 

The minister heard a detailed 
briefing by the Sahab district gov¬ 
ernor on.-the..progress/ in the 
development of me fiveryear plan 
in the Sahab region.. 

He later studied a reorganisa¬ 
tions! plan for the Muwaqqar 
area In terms of public services 
and development, projects, espe¬ 
cially those designed to develop 
agriculture and increase livestock 
wealth. 

The minister urged the con¬ 
cerned parties to conduct social 
surveys in the two areas and 
conduct an assessment of the 
benefits of the development 
schemes for the local inhabitants. 

Dajani expressed the Ministry 
of Interior’s readiness to extend 
assistance towards solving prob¬ 
lems in Sahab and Muwaqqar. 


sentatives of the Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture, the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology and 
other concerned parties, to dis¬ 
cuss the general policy for de¬ 
veloping livestock wealth and to 
promote veterinary services in 
the Kingdom. 

The new centre, according to 
Ministry of Agriculture officials, 
will produce 170 milli on vaccines 
of various types annually, to be 
marketed here and abroad. 

Minister of Agriculture Yousef 
Ham dan Al Jabr, who was pre¬ 
sent at the ceremony, stated that 
animal diseases are the main 
obstacle which adversely affect 
livestock development in the 
Kingdom and they cause con¬ 
siderable losses for farmers and 


the natioual economy. 

Preserving the Kves of animals 
in general and livestock in par¬ 
ticular remains one of the main 
objectives of the ministry, the 
minister noted. 

Jabr said his ministry's depart¬ 
ments around the Kingdom in¬ 
oculated nearly 14 million heads 
of various animals last year. “The 
ministry,, strives to set up special¬ 
ised clinics to provide veterinary 
services on a large scale.” 

Jabr said a number of such 
clinics are already in operation in 
the Jerash and Ajloun districts 
and the ministry is operating a 
mobile clinic which tours desert 
regions and provide inoculation 
to sheep, cattle and goats. 


Mrs. Waldegrave visits Baq’a Camp 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Caroline 
Waldegrave, wife of the British 
Foreign Office Minister Wiliam 
Waldegrave, Monday visited 
Baq’a camp centre for the hand¬ 
icapped where she presented 
equipment donated by the British 
embassy to the disabled children. 

The donation, valued at £3,000 
(about JD 2,850), included spe¬ 
cial toys and physiotherapy 
equipment. 

The centre, which was opened 


in April, 1988, caters for some 40 
disabled children who are cared 
for by 20 volunteers. It has an 
annual budget of $15,000 paid by 
Diakonia , a Swedish charitable 
organisation. 

United Nations Relief and- 
Works Agency for Palestine re¬ 
fugees (UNRWA) bas three 
other centres in Jordan whose 
annual running costs are paid by 
Oxfam and the Mennonite Cen¬ 
tral Committee. 


RSS to conduct studies 
on ARMICO projects 

AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Amman-based Arab Mining 
Company (ARMICO) Monday 
signed a memorandum of under¬ 
standing with the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) under which the 
latter will conduct a number of 
studies related to ARMICO’s 
projects in Jordan and other 
Arab coon tries. 

The RSS will conduct geologic¬ 
al, technical, mineral and indust¬ 
rial studies on projects which 


ARMICO is launching in the 
Arab World. 

The agreement also provides 
for exchanges of expertise, coop¬ 
eration in organising seminars 
and training courses. 

An RSS spokesman said that 
the memorandum followed a suc¬ 
cessful study which the RSS had 
carried out for ARMICO con¬ 
cerning the implementation of 
the marble project in North 
Yemen. 


Amman to be base for 5 
Mideast states planning 
grid interconnection 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Amman has been chosen 
to serve as tbe headquarters of a technical committee 
comprising delegates from five Middle Eastern 
countries which plan to carry out a power grid 
interconnection in the region. 


The announcement, which fol¬ 
lowed a three-day committee 
meeting here held at the Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) head 
office, said that tbe cost of the 
project was estimated at $500 
million to be carried out between 
1991 and 1993. 

Tbe delegates who represent 
Jordan, Iraq, Syria, Egypt and 
Turkey said that a feasibility 
study will be conducted on the 
project by a major international 
firm, in cooperation with the 
technical departments following 
up the execution of the project in 
the respective countries, accord¬ 
ing to the announcement made by 
Mohammad Arafeh, JEA Direc¬ 
tor General who is also commit¬ 
tee chairman. 

Arafeh said thar the committee 
meeting has decided on the 
broadlines of terms and condi¬ 
tions that will be required from 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Supply Fayez Tarawneh has 
urged the public to refrain from 
hoarding food supplies in large 
quantities because, he said, they 
can be found on permanent baas 
on the local market. 

In a statement quoted by AJ 
Dustour daily, the minister said 
that the Ministry of Supply is 
maintaining food supplies in the 
country to suffice public con- a 
sumption for at least six months. 

The treasury is subsidising 
base food commodities at the 
rate of JD 60 million for 1989 and 
these include wheat, barley, rice, 
sugar, animal feed, imported 
meat, poultry meat, and milk, the 
minis ter noted. 

He said these commodities will 
have stable prices at all times and 
will be sold at a lower rate than 
the international prices. As an 
example the minister cited sugar 
which is being sold at JD 127 a 
tonne in Jordan although, he 
said, it is being bought at JD 210 
a tonne. 

The Ministry of Supply is doing 
the work of storing food for the 
public by storing basic commod¬ 
ities and providing them at 
reasonable prices, according to 
the minister. 

Tarawneh noted that the 
Ministry of Supply will allow 
prices of certain commodities to 
rise only after it becomes con¬ 
vinced that prices on the interna¬ 
tional market have risen and after 
a thorough and detailed study of 
the situation. 

The Ministry of Supply is ready 
to interfere whenever there is 


nine major international com¬ 
panies bidding for the scheme. 

A comprehensive report on the 
project, including the feasibility 
study, will be completed by Au¬ 
gust 1991 and submitted to the 
technical committee meeting for 
a final approval, Arafeh noted. 

He said the five delegates 
agreed that a steering committee, 
grouping the directors general of 
energy and electricity agencies in 
the five countries, will be formed 
to supervise the studies and to be 
helped with a technical commit¬ 
tee comprising 10 experts from 
the countries involved in the pro¬ 
ject. 

The Islamic Development 
Bank and the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Develop¬ 
ment were represented at the 
meeting, since they would be 
involved in the implementation of 
the project. 


manipulation of prices by mer¬ 
chants and those who tend to hide 
certain commodities awaiting a 
higher price, the minister noted. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Supply will continue to refer mer¬ 
chants who violate the law to 
specialised courts and will take 
other deterring measures. 

Referring to the shortage of 
meat now and then in the local 
markets, the minister said this is 
due mainly to technical failures 
and delays in transportation or 
perhaps due to unforeseen delays 
because of problems that might 
arise in the country which exports 
the goods to Jordan. 

The minister, announced that 
2,000 tonnes of frozen poultry 
meat is due to arrive in Amman 
in earty April, just before the 
start of the holy month of Rama¬ 
dan and it is hoped that the local 
poultry farms will now start sup¬ 
plying the market with additional 
quantities. 

Die Ministry of Supply has 
opened the door now fen- the 
importation of fish, and some 
consignments have already ar¬ 
rived in the country. 

Tarawneh told Jordan Televi¬ 
sion Friday that this year the 
ministry wfll import 15,000 ton¬ 
nes of meat of which 10,000 will 
be fresh and the rest frozen. 

He said the frozen meat will be 
imported from New Zealand 
which has been providing high 
quality meat used in Europe and 
other parts of the world. 

The minister said that the first 
consignment of forzen meat is 
due here by mid-June. 


The delegates discussed tech¬ 
nical aspects of the interconnec¬ 
tion scheme among their coun¬ 
tries. 

The five countries elected Mr. 
Ribhi Hamed from JEA to serve 
as committee secretary general. 

Commenting on the agree¬ 
ment, Dr. Mustafa Sweidan, de¬ 
puty director of the Egyptian 
Electricity Board, said that the 
step reflected “the progressive 
excellent relations between Arab 
countries." 

The project he said will boost 
tbe five countries’ power generat¬ 
ing capabilities through inter- 
feeding programmes of the joint 
grid. _ 

American 
College 
team briefed 
on NHF 
projects 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A visiting 
delegation representing students 
of the American College of 
Switzerland Monday met with 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) Director General Mrs. 
In'am Al Mufti and heard a brief¬ 
ing on the NHFs activities and 
projects in the Kingdom. 

Mufti spoke in detail about 
projects carried out in social and 
economic fields which were de¬ 
signed to improve the living stan¬ 
dards of the local communities 
particularly women's condition. 

Mufti explained that the NHFs 
schemes mainly concern educa¬ 
tion, culture, child welfare, rural 
development and family matters. 

Die delegation visited Al Raya 
Factory in Mafraq, which is run - 
by NHFs Women's Department 
in cooperation with the United 
Nations Fund for Population 
Activities. 

On Thursday the delegation 
will visit the Bani Hamida weav¬ 
ing project which employs some 
300 local women involved in 
weaving traditional carpets. 

The National Handicraft De¬ 
velopment Project, recently set 
up by the NHF, is in charge of the 
Bani Hamida scheme. 

Tbe delegation, which arrived 
in Amman Sunday on a six-day 
visit to Jordan,' will tour agri¬ 
cultural projects in the Jordan 
Valley region, the Dead Sea. the 
ancient Nabatean city of Petra in 
southern Jordan, tbe Women 
Police Training Centre, the 
Family Planning Centre and 
other places of interest. 

The students are taking a 
course on Third World Develop¬ 
ment at the college under the 
supervision of Priscilla Basson, 
who had worked for ten years at 
Yarmouk University in Irbid and 
conducted a series of studies on 
Jordanian women and the local 
society. 


Tarawneh urges against 
hoarding food supplies 


National Gallery hosts exhibition of 
graphics by renowned German artists 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The National 
Gallery of Modern Art in Jebel 
Luweibdeb and the Goethe Insti¬ 
tute present the works of three 
renowned German artists who 
contributed masterly innovations 
to the trorld of graphic art. The 
exhibition was inaugurated Satur¬ 
day by Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Raad Ibn Zeid and Princess 
Majda. 

Around the year 1874 when 
these artists first exhibited, 
Europe was undergoing great 
changes that affected tbe world of 
art; changes not only in external 
images, but in the subject matter 
itself which opened up new possi¬ 
bilities of artistic expression and a 
diversity of approaches. 

It is in this atmosphere of 
innovation that Max Liebermaan 
(1847-1935), Lovis Corinth (1858- 
1925) and Max Slevogt (1868- 
1932) lived and worked, each 
seeking his identity and a new 
artistic independence. 

Uebermann went to Paris and 


Barbizon to study at first hand 
fee art of Jean-Francois Millet. 
This influence can be clearly seen 
in Der Muellerin Reue (the Mil¬ 
ler's Wife), a peasant on her way 
to work in the open fields. He 
played an important role in Be- 
rin's replacement of Munich as 
the key centre of art in Germany. 
His intelligence and the accuracy 
of his observations contributed to 
a form of painting which com¬ 
bined a strong grasp of reality 
with a high degree of sensitivity. 

Uebermann started as a pain¬ 
ter. He began bis graphic printing 
so famous for its clarity, relatively 
late. In 1887 he used the vemis 
mou technique. It enabled him to 
weave together space, objects 
and figures into a new rela¬ 
tionship — a highly atmospheric 
one. Etching, vemis mou, and 
dry-point techniques were some¬ 
times blended together into su¬ 
perb harmony where bold strokes 
indicate a vehemence, a robust¬ 
ness of attack, which is contrasted 
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Tbe Miller's Wife’s Remorse by Max Uebermann 


with highly subtle differentiations 
in which the whiteness of the 
paper plays an intrinsic part. 

Uebermann concentrates pri¬ 
marily on the human figure in 
motion and portraits of a wide 
variety of professional personali¬ 
ties that dealt with him and with 
tbe intellectual circle around the 
Berlin Secession. 

His etchings reached a mastery 
that was to serve as a model for 
others because of the freedom 
they display and their constantly 
spontaneous freshness. 

Like Liebermann, Lovis 
Corinth and Max Slevogt began 
their printed graphic work with 
etchings; they used similar sub¬ 
jects: portraits, landscapes and 
nudes. 

Slevogt was not satisfied with 
the painting medium; it was with 
dry point that be attempted to 
create form by force. Like 
Corinth, he did not attempt to 
depict perceived reality, but 
showed a sensuous vitality of 
observation which is forcefully ex¬ 
pressed. They both had a “liter¬ 
ary penchant; the artist had to 
come to grips artistically with the 
nature of his impressions and his 
abilities. He had to depict his 
world, his outlook,, his own per¬ 
sonal observations on what is 
happening around and inside 
him. 

This approach brought Lovis 
Corinth into contact with the 
‘Jugendstil’ which had a great 
influence on his art. In December 
1911, he suffered a serious illness 
that profoundly affected his 
whole personality. His line loses 
its sinuosity and his heavier hand 
works in parallel hatching 
strokes. The creative intensity 
behind them seems greater. He 
painted portraits of friends and 
family. His conscious struggle to 
achieve a physiognomic likeness 
comes into conflict with his “vi¬ 
sion" of th* model, which makes 


physical appearance seem in¬ 
cidental, so be tends to reduce 
the model’s face to a kind of 
psychic image of his own state of 
mind and expresses the human 
motivations behind what tbe 
characters do. In his self-por¬ 
traits, he gets carried away with 
the mood of the moment, hover¬ 
ing between depression and com¬ 
posure. 

Corinth was drawn to land¬ 
scapes. He depicted two places, 
the property he bought after 
World War I, which had a strong 
beneficial effect on both his 
health and his creative powers 
allowing him to produce graceful¬ 
ly light and transparent litho¬ 
graphs, and views of metropoli¬ 
tan Berlin which had an overall 
“baroque" quality as far as the 
harmonious balance between 
architecture, sculpture and the 
artist's eye. 

Max Slevogt’s contribution to 
graphic art was in the field of 
illustration. In ‘Ali Baba' be left 
his drawings open at the edges 
and built them into the text. He 
had great imagination and re¬ 
sponded swiftly to what he read. 

He succeeded in making the 
human motivation behind the ac¬ 
tions credible — whether he is 
dealing with a silent gesture or a 
strong fit of temper. 

From this light-hearted story¬ 
telling he moves in 1905 into 
“black scenes" which are somber, 
nocturnal and exotic; they create 
a macabre atmosphere inspired 
by Goya’s etchings. 

In his multi-figured scenes the 
action becomes richer and the 
background space becomes an 
organic part of tbe whole picture. 
In the Iliad, Penthesilea and 
other mythological scenes, he 
avoids aU temptations to take a 
classicist line. With a minimum of 
small touches — scarcely more 
-than details of armour and 
weapons — 1 he succeeds in evok- 



Death and Artist by Lovis Corinth 

ing the historical background. 
The events move swiftly, imbued 
with passion whether they repre¬ 
sent the tumult of battle, raging 
anger or overwhelming pain. We 
can see here the influence of tbe 
famous French Romantic painter, 
Eugene Delacroix who set the 
forces of his colour and action 
into motion. 

He also illustrated the life of 
Benvenuto Cellini, the goldsmith 
and sculptor whose patrons 
promise him the earth and then 
humiliate him and finally Goeth¬ 
e’s Faust which is the most soph¬ 
isticated testimony of Ms whole 
creation. 


Max Slevogt attaches great im¬ 
portance to the reaction of people 
to his works. They are “ctv- 
creators” who must catch the 
artist’s own productive excite¬ 
ment and be able to continue his 
creative process for themselves. 
That is when the work of art 
comes to life within them... For 
no work of ait is absolutely entire 
and perfect in itself, however 
much it may be admired. 

The Jordanian public is then 
beseeched to attend and interact 
with this sensational collection 
which will remain in the Royal 
National Gallery in Jebel 
Luweibdeh until March 13. 
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For mankind’s sake 

WHEN it comes to defending the ozone layer which is 
protecting planet Earth, life and the environment from 
ultraviolet radiation, one most speak in absolute terms: All 
mankind's problems, conflicts and dangers are absolutely 
minis cule in comparison with the ozone issue. That is why 
the world sighed with relief when an initial agreement was 
reached in Montreal in 1987 calling for a 50 per cent 
reduction in the production i of chlorofluorocarbons and 
other chemicals that break down ozone layer in the upper 
atmosp here thus seriously ahd definitely endangering life 
and environment on Earth. 

However, that international injunction proved to be 
insufficient in the face of mounting evidence that the ozone 
over the Antarctic and Arctic regions has been dangerously 
depleted in recent winters. And to add insult to injury, only 
31 countries have bothered to ratify the Montreal agree¬ 
ment. Such ominous developments have led the countries 
of the world to think afresh about additional measures to 
protect life and environment. What ensued was the Brussels 
meeting between the 12 European Community countries a 
few days ago which celiminated in a historic decision to 
completely ban global emissions of chemicals that harm the 
atmosphere's ozone shield by the end of the twentieth 
century. Although the industrial countries stand out as the 
primary culprits in this threat to the ozone shield, the rest of 
the international community cannot escape responsibility as 
they are among the prime users of such chemicals. This 
makes it incumbent on them to join the London's 112-nation 
conference on "saving the ozone layer," which opened 
Sunday. Indeed as all countries, rich and poor, developed or 
developing, are heavily engrossed in liberal and unrestricted 
usage of chlorofluorocarbons as coolants in refrigerators 
and aircooditioners and as propellants in aerosol spray cans 
as well as solvents and foam insulation, it has become most 
pressing to have all such countries deeply involved in the 
process of stopping the savage attack on nature’s shield of 
man and his environment from imminent destruction. 

As human beings who are deeply concerned about the 
'continuous rape of the Earth’s environment in the name of 
progress and industrialisation, all citizens of the planet 
Earth must salute the organfcers of the Brussels and London 
I meetings and pledge to support in good faith the resolutions 
of these two conferences. Likewise Jordan can play a leading 
role in the on-going London conference by campaigning 
actively for a successful Loudon meeting and by signing and 
ratifying the projected London agreement as soon as 
possible. 

JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

BRITISH Foreign Office Minister William Waldegrave started an 
official visit here Monday to talk to senior government officials 
following his tour in the occupied Arab territories, said the A1 
Ra’i daily Monday. No doubt the British minister has closely 
studied the situation in the Israeli-occupied Arab lands and 
witnessed the atrocities committed against the Palestinian people, 
the paper noted. The paper said that the visit and the tour come 
on the eve of a meeting in Vienna Tuesday by the foreign 
ministers of the Soviet Union and the United States who have an 
agenda of world issues to discuss topped by the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the situation in the Middle East region. It said that 
Britain's open call on Israel to talk to the Palestinians over their 
future and the Soviet endeavours to bring about a change in 
Washington’s stand vis-a-vis an international Middle East peace 
conference are bound to pave the way for a parley under U.N. 
auspices to find a peace formula for the troubled' Middle East 
region. The paper said that Israel will be further isolated from the 
world community if it persisted in its present policies and adhered 
to its intransigence with regard to a just solution. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i daily comments Monday on the situation 
in Sudan and says that reports indicate that the government crisis 
there is phasing out. Abdul Rahim Omar says that the consensus 
and agreement among the Sudanese leaders on a solution to the 
problem of the south is an indication that the various political 
factions and the different sectors of the population have finally 
realised the need to agree on a formula that can preserve security 
and stability and pave the ground for progress and development. 
Reports say that the ruling Umma Party has responded to calls by 
the armed forces and other parties for a settlement and* this 
development can lead to a new round of negotiations with the 
rebels in the south to preserve the unity of the country, the writer 
adds. He says that the on-going rebellion in the south and the 
deteriorating economic conditions in the whole of the country 
make it incumbent upon the various parties to come to an 
agreement despite the fact that small elements are still opposing 
any reconciliation with the south. It is hoped, the writer says, that 
the leaders of Sudan will come to an agreement on common 
denominator that can ensure a lasting settlement. 

Al Dnstonr daily said Monday that William Waldegrave will be 
warmly welcomed in Jordan and the other Arab countries 
following his tour in the occupied Arab lands. The paper said that 
the Jordanian people consider Waldegrave’s statements during his 
tour as expressing his demand for justice to be established in the 
occupied lands and reflecting the policies of the British govern¬ 
ment, policies that are marked by far-sightedness and wisdom. It 
said that Waldegrave has told the Zionist leaders that the world 
has changed and the era of colonisation has ended and empha¬ 
sised the need for an end to occupation which is no more fruitful. 
He also made it clear to the Israelis that no atrocities of inhuman 
practices against the Arabs will do them good and can never 
achieve the evil objectives of the Zionist movement. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily said William Waldegrave has come to the 
conclusion that Israel’s presence in the occupied territories should 
be terminated as soon as possible so that peace can be established 
in the whole Middle East region. IBs views reflect the official 
policies of the United Kingdom and are in line with those of 
David Melor, another British m inis ter who toured the occupied 
territories and watched the Israeli atrocities, the paper noted. It 
said that the deteriorating conditions of the Palestinian people 
under Israeli rule and Israel's inhuman practices against the Arab 
inhabitants have prompted the minister to call for a speedy end to 
the present 


Palestinians have 
the right to pursue 
the armed struggle 
against Israel 

By Pascal B. Karmy 

THERE were news spread recently in the American and British 
media that Henry Kissinger might be appointed as a special envoy 
to the Middle East with a view to settling the Palestine problem 
and putting an end to the intifada and thereby save Israel from the 
predicament in which it has fallen, or that he ought at least be 
consulted on that problem. These news may not be true. 
However, it should oe noted that two of his associates, Eagelber- 
ger and Scrowcroft, have been appomred in President Bush 
administration, the first in the State Department and the second 
as head of the National Security Council. 

One may remember Kissinger's sinister advice to the Israeli 
government to take harsher measures against the Palestinian 
intifada in the West Bank and Gaza Strip and to black-out those 
territories from foreign media in order to hide the atrocious 
treatment meted out by the Israeli army on the Palestinians who 
rose up to oust the ruthless occupiers from their sacred ancestral 
homeland. It may be recalled also that His Majesty King Hussein 
had refused to receive Kissinger during his last visit to the Middle 
East in 1981 because of the nefarious role he played in the Arab 
region and the destructive intentions and effects of his policies. 
Moreover, Kissinger was the protagonist of the clause embodied 
in the Annex to the Disengagement Agreement (Sinai II) of 1975 
between Egypt and Israel. This clause stipulated that the U.S. will 
nor speak to or contact the PLO unless the latter accepted 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338, recognised Israel and 
denounced "terrorism.” 

Now the PLO has met Kissinger’s conditions and a preliminary 
dialogue has started in Tunis between U.S. and PLO representa¬ 
tives. The dialogue does not seem so far to have touched upon the 
substance of the Palestine problem. Instead, it has gradually 
transpired and became clear that the U.S. wants to exploit the 
dialogue With the PLO beyond its purpose, that is, to use it as a 
means to force the PLO to cease al! sorts of legitimate resistance 
to Israel as an occupier of Palestinian territory. The latest warning 
by the State Department to the PLO in connection with the 
attempted raid on military targets in Israel from southern 
Lebanon is not consonant with the United Nations Charter 
provisions or with the established principles of international law 
concerning armed struggle against an occupier of foreign terri¬ 
tory. Armed struggle against an occupier is quite distinct from 
acts of terrorism. The Palestinian people who have been uprooted 
from their homeland and are still being ruthlessly deported 
therefrom, dispossessed of their lands and properties and dep¬ 
rived of their political rights, including the right to self- 
determination, have the full right and duty to carry on the armed 
struggle against Israel which itself is terrorising the unarmed 
Palestinians in the occupied territories. 

Indeed the right to armed struggle is provided for in the United 
Nations General Assembly resolution! 2787 of Dec. 6,1971 which 
confirmed inter alia, “The legitimacy of the struggle of the 
Palestinians (amongst other peoples), for self-determination and 
liberation from colonial and foreign domination and alien 
subjugation by all means available consistent with the United 
States Charter.” Also resolution 3070 of Nov, 30. 1973, after 
reaffirming the inalienable right to self-determination of all 
peoples under alien subjugation, it reaffirmed the legitimacy of 
the peoples’ struggle for liberation from alien domination by all 
means including armed struggle. Similarly resolution 3236 of Nov. 

22,1974 specifically recognises the right of the Palestinian people 
to regain their rights by all means in accordance with the purposes 
and principles of the U.N. Charter. In connection with the above 
resolutions, it is relevant to quote Professors Thomas and Sally 
Mallison of George Washington University: 

"Since the American revolution relied upon armed struggle to 
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achieve self-determination about a century and a third before the 
principle of self-determination was used in the post World War I 
peace settlement, it is not surprising that the General Assembly 
specifies it as a permissible method now. Its permissibility is 
legally significant as an authoritative General Assembly assertion 
that armed struggle for self-determination is consistent with the 
purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter. In a 
situation such as Palestine, where the people has been denied 
their right of self-determination by armed force, the right to 
regain it by armed struggle is considered permissible under article 
51 of the (U.N.) Charter concerning sdf-defence.” 

Thus it is dear that the State Department warning to the PLO 
constitutes a denial of the Palestinian right to armed struggle and 
is misplaced and unjustified. A reader of recent history may 
observe, in passing, how Kissinger himself negotiated on behalf of 
the U.S. with the Vietnamese in Paris while the fighting was 
raging in Vietnam and American soldiers were being lulled by the 
Vietkong. 

The U.S. will be greatly mistaken, in my view, if by initiating 
the dialogue with PLO, it tries to subdue tire latter to its wishes 
and force it at the end to enter into an agreement with the Israeli 
government on U.S. and Israeli terms as was the case with the late 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, who was gradually dragged to 
. sign the Camp David accords of 1978, and 1979 which accorded a 
simple “autonomy” to the Palestinians. At the same time Israeli 
government is trymg to label all PLO activities as terrorism for the 
purpose on the one hand of suppressing Palestinian struggle for 
the liberation of its territory, and on the other to persuade the 
U.S. to cut off the dialogue with the PLO. It will not be surprising 
if Israel uses agents provocateurs to cany out terrorist acts ana 
attribute them to the PLO in order to discredit it. Israel is expert 
in distorting the facts by labelling armed acts of resistance as ■ 
terrorism thus vilifying Palestinian nationalism. - * 

The U.S. uses one standard in its dealing, with the Palestine 
liberation movement and applies another to other liberation 
movements. For example the U.S. takes no action whatsoever 
against Irish people in the U.S. who collect contributions for the 


Irish Republican Army (IRA) which is active not only in 
Northern Ireland but also in Britain itself despite Margaret 
Thatcher's displeasure at the inaction of the U.S. authorities. Is 
not the U.S. presently aiding the Afghan Mujahideen by sending 
them arms and money and did notine Reagan administration aid 
and arm the contras in Nicaragua although in both countries there 
eftst a lawfully constituted government recognised by all slates 
including the U.S.? In the case of the Palestinians, however, it 
seems that the U.S. considers any armed attack from south 
Lebanon as a terrorist act which may result in breaking off 
U.S.-PLO dialogue. In this connection it behove the State 
Department to remember that part of northern Israel, in 
particular the western Gafike, was included as a part of the Arab 
state as defined by the United Nations partition resolution 181 of 
1947. Consequently any attack on military targets in that pan of 
the Palestine territory cannot be labelled as a terrorist act but an 
act for the purpose of liberating an occupied territory recognised 
as such by the United Nations itself. 

The PLO will not bow to the U.S. diktat nor to Israel 
blackmailing. It will not be deflected from pursuing its primary 
purpose for regaining the usurped territory for which it has been 
fighting for more than two decades. The purpose of the U.S.-PLO 
dialogue should be to discuss fundamentals of the Palestine 
problem namely the confirmation of the rights of the Palestinians 
to self-determination and the consequent establishment of their 
state according to resolution 181. I believe that the Stare 
Department will be suffering from a great illusion if it thinks that 
the dialogue should end the Palestinian struggle against Israel's 
occupation. Rather the U.S. should bring pressure to bear on 
Israel to stop its terror in the occupied territories against the 
defenceless. Palestinian civilians. -The : Palestinians supported by 
the PLO will not stop, the ip intifada against the ruthless occupier. 
They will not be deceived by a dialogue which will not tackle tire 
fundamentals of the Palestinian problem. The dialogue should 
lead to the realisation of the Palestinians rights and not be used as 
scenario for a deceptive play. 


Change in E. Europe poses challenges for East and West 


By Patrick Worsnip- 

• Reuter 

LONDON — The qifickening 
pace of change in Eastern Europe 
is beginning to erode the “iron 
curtain" that has divided the con¬ 
tinent for four decades. 

But any collapse of the old 
order that was tacitly agreed at 
the U.S.-Soviet-British Yalta 
conference in 1945 could pose 
almost as many challenges for the 
capitalist West as for the Com¬ 
munist East, experts believe. 

"The West has been living very 
comfortably for the past 40 years: 
East is East and West is West and 
nothing can be done about it. 
Well now, I think something can 
be done about it,” says George 
Schoepflin of the London School 
of Economics. 

The front-runner in the drive 
for reform in the Soviet bloc is 
Hungary which has twinned eco¬ 
nomic moves to throw off the 
shackles of central planning with 
a programme of major law re¬ 
forms due to restore the possibil¬ 
ity of a multi-party system sup¬ 
pressed by the Communists after 
World War tl. 

Last week, the ruling Socialist 
Workers (Communist) Party 
agreed to drop its present guaran¬ 
tee of a leading political role — 
the sacred cow of Eastern bloc 
Communism — when a new con¬ 
stitution is published this year. 

Poland, where the Communists 
have long faced determined re¬ 
sistance from the Roman Catho¬ 
lic Church and, over the past 
decade, from the independent 
Solidarity trade union, is also 
embracing change, though less 
boldly than Hungary. 

In crucial talks with Solidarity, 
now expected to regain legal sta¬ 
tus after a six-year ban, the au¬ 
thorities have agreed to give the 
opposition up to 40 per cent of 
seats in parliament, to allow inde¬ 
pendent political clubs and legal¬ 
ise underground journals. 

Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria 
have launched economic reform 
programmes without giving any 
real sign of relaxing political con¬ 
trol. Romania and East Germany 
say they see no need for any shirt 
of course. 

The changes under way are 
largely inspired by the radical 
new policies of Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, who is trying 
to make his country’s unwieldy 
economy more competitive and 
partially democratise public life. 

Elections next month will, for' 
the first time, feature a choice of 


officially approved candidates, 
though Gorbachev has dismissed 
as rubbish any idea of a multi¬ 
party system. 

Officials from both sides of 
Europe are wondering just bow 
far the reformist leaderships will 
go. Even if their political will 
holds, the East European econo¬ 
mies are simply not strong 
enough at present to compete in a 
free-market system, officials and- 
experts agree. 

Tn Hungary, many analysts say, 
the Communists look set to hold 
on to power — at least for a 
transitional period — after elec¬ 
tions next year, possibly on the 
basis of a pact with the still 
disorganised and fractious 
opposition. 

But in the second half of the 
1990s, could there be a fully 
Western-style democracy in Hun¬ 
gary? 

“It’s possible," says Karen 


Dawisha of the University of 
Maryland. “If any country can do 
it, Hungary can.” 

Analysts say the Soviet Union 
no longer seems interested in 
suppressing changes in Eastern 
Europe, as it did in Hungary in 
1956 and Czechoslovakia in 1968. 

"At the moment the Soviets 
are content to allow things to run 
on without feeling the need to 
intervene too directly, provided 
their vital interests are not 
threatened,” a Western diplomat 
said. “But,” he added, “we are 
finding it increasingly difficult to 
define what those vital interests 
are‘." 

In a statement prominently re¬ 
ported in Budapest, a leading 
Soviet political scientist, Oleg 
Bogomolov, said recently that 
even if Hungary opted for politi¬ 
cally neutral status “that would 
not present a danger... precisely 
because of its neutrality.” 




Despite this, most Western ex-' 
pens see no prospect of Hungary 
attempting to leave the Warsaw 
Pact. 

But East Europe's slow shift 
away from cold war attitudes, 
coupled with major Soviet dis¬ 
armament initiatives and the 
prospect of negotiated force cuts 
■ in a few years time by NATO and 
the Warsaw Pact are already 
causing headaches for the West. 

West Germany, whose public 
sees a declining military threat 
from the Soviet Union, is bolding 
back on the modernisation of 
NATO's tactical nuclear weapons 
and opening a rift with the United 
States and Britain who want to 
press ahead. 

And, however distasteful the 
post-World War II division of 
Europe, it has coincided with the 
continent’s longest period of 
peace for many centuries. Sup¬ 
pose that division fell away? 




"There are risks. One doesn't 
want to rush into it," a Western 
diplomat said. 

One medium-term possibility 
that analysts are increasingly rais¬ 
ing is that Hungary might seek to 
join the European Community. 
An application from a Warsaw 
Pact member would pose prob¬ 
lems for Brussels, as EC mem¬ 
bership so far has been limited to 
West European democracies. 

Nevertheless, while advocating 
caution and rejecting any idea of 
a "Marshall plan” of economic 
aid to -the Communist regimes, 
the Western nations feel they 
have no choice but to encourage 
greater independence for their 
neighbours in the East. 

"Chaos in Eastern Europe 
would serve nobody’s interest but 
we need to convince the Soviet 
Union that evolutionary change 
will not threaten its own fun¬ 
damental interest,” British Fore- 
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ign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe 
said in a recent speech. 

LETTERS 

Thank you 

To the Editor: 

We would like to extend cmr 
thanks to you and to aU those 
responsible for the article pub¬ 
lished on page 5 of the 1 . Jordan 
Times of March 4, 1989 about 
tourism in the Seychelles. 

The article was a true reflection 
of the Seychelles and the-econo-, 
mic boom in its tourism industry. ■ 
May we take the opportunity to 
remind you of our readiness to. 
furnish you with any information. 
about Seychelles at any time. 
Assuring you of our, best 
, attention. 

Izzat Dajara 
Consol 
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Kipling under the looking glass 


English, novelist and poet Rudyard Kipling is regarded 
with affection by generations of readers worldwide. Many 
of the works , of this .essentially great storyteller are 
regarded, as 'classics' of literature. But the most recent 
biography of the celebrated author shows him in a new 
light 


By Maggie James - ; 

LONDON — Over a century 
after his birth author Rudyard 
Kipling (1865-1936) remains one 
of the most popular British au¬ 
thors of all time. Although his 
writings have been in. and out of 
fashion over the years, he has left 
a legacy of stories and poems, 
and his name will live in perpetui¬ 
ty in literary annals. Other au¬ 
thors of bis period have h ad their 
day; Kipling has always had his 
audience, writes, one admirer. 

A controversial new biography 
by Martin Seymour-Snritb, enti¬ 
tled simply Rudyard Kipling 
analyses Kipling and his work. 
Sey in our-Smith is becoming 
notorious for the psychological 
scrutiny of his subjects — unfor¬ 
tunately, the outcome in this case 
is a character assassination. 
Seemingly obsessed with Ki- 
pling> sexuality, one soon comes 
to the conclusion that the biog¬ 
rapher has little regard for Ki¬ 
pling or his writing. • 

Bom in Bombay, India, where 
bis father was an art teacher, 
Joseph Rudyard Kipling was 
brought up by native servants and 
as a very young child spoke better 
‘Hindustani” than-English. Edu¬ 
cated in England, he returned to 
the subcontinent at the age of 17 
to take a job on the The CSvQ and 
Military Gazette of Lahore. 

A colleague on the newspaper 
recalls: “As a journalist Rudyard 


Kipling was far from being a great 
success. His father had induced 
my own father and the other 
proprietors of die two papers to 
gjve the young Rndyard a post on 
the Lahore paper. But in the 
day-to-day business of journalism 
Kipling did not by any means 
shme. He had little taste for mere 
routine dudes; be was apt to 
neglect the rather tedious assign¬ 
ments that inevitably fell to the 
lot of the junior members of a 
very small staff.” Conffictingiy, 
E. Kay Robinson who became 
the editor of the paper encour¬ 
aged Kipling and spoke highly of 
trim as a journalist 

The first real stories Kipling 
wrote appeared in the The Qv5 
and Military Gazette from 1886 
onwards. They wore collected 
under the title Plain Tales from 
the Hills in 1988, and published 
by a firm in Bombay. They be¬ 
came very popular in India 
almost instantly, but the copies 
that went to England were for the 
time being almost unheeded 
there. “Very naturally and prop¬ 
erly, they are exceedingly journa¬ 
listic. But that does not obscure 
their merit,” concedes Seymour- 
Smith almost grudgingly. 

By the begmmng.of 1887 Ki¬ 
pling was known all over India, 
and critics in other parts of the 
world began to discuss his 
work. He moved to a job on the 
Pioneer at Allahabad, a bigger 
paper with a circulation outside 


India. By tben he was turning out 
an enormous spate of material: 
poems, some essays, stories (he 
still contributed to The Civil and 
Military Gazette) and travel 
sketches, for which he was well 
supplied with facts, his job taking 
him all over India. 

Tom in two 

Scymour-Smitb advocates that 
Kipling’s attitude to India was 
tom in two: reverence for the 
ancient, mysterious and wise, 
which appealed to the religious, 

BOOK REVIEW 

sensual, romantic and imagina¬ 
tive side of his personality; and 
contempt for what be considered 
its political childishness, or child - 
likeness, and total lack of capac¬ 
ity for self-government. 

He was always prepared to love 
the Indians, provided they made 
no attempts to look after their 
own destiny. “These attitudes,” 
claims Seymour-Smite, “were 
never resolved wi thin him . They 
ceased to develop after he left 
India in 1889, and gradually be¬ 
came petrified in him. His im¬ 
perialistic ideas were founded in 
part on his notion that he was an 
expert on India.” 

Returning to London in 1889, 
Kipling found that his works were 
widely read in England, even 
though his writing had not yet / 
become very lucrative. In 1894'-' 
Kipling, by now married, went to 
live in Vermont, USA for four 
years and it was during this 
period that be wrote the two 
Jungle Books — humanised 
Cables of Indian wild life and 


jungle lore. They have remained 
classics of English literature for 
children—along with the Just So 
Stones, Stalky & Co and Prick of 
Pook’s HB1. But Kipling is also 
renowned for his poetry — such 
pieces asJVfauda/ay. Recessional 
and Barrack-Room Ballads. 

Criticising one of Kipling’s 
greatest books, Seymour-Smkh 
writes: “Kim is not, for me, quite 
the masterpiece that it is for many 
critics. That it is essentially a 
children’s book hardly matters. 
But it fells between two stools: it 
is a book written for children and 
one written for adults, and its 
author can never make up his 
min d which. 

“He could never have got it 
quite right unless be bad made 
the painful return to India, to 
look at the past, irrevocably lost, 
in the light of the present. Under¬ 
standably, he didn't have the 
courage to do this: he was not a 
man who liked to gp back, and 
such an attitude is a part and 
parcel of his refusal ever to talk 
about people who bad died, and 
could not be brought back into 
his life.” 

In 1907 Kipling received the 
Nobel Prize for Literature — tee 
first Englishman to win it and at 
tee time the youngest ever reci¬ 
pient. Although he accepted 
many honours and academic de¬ 
grees, he consistently refused to 
accept a knighthood. 

The renowned author Somerset 
Maugham said that Kipling is 
“...our greatest story writer. I 
can’t believe he wfll ever be 
equalled. I am sure he can never 
be excelled” — a sentiment with 
which many will agree. — 
Academic FUe. 


Hanging clouds in Sumatra 


Indonesia's government, intent on preserving a protected 
forest, is in conflict with settlers. Hundreds of homes have 
been destroyed. 


By Rachmat Hassan 

JAKARTA — Hundreds of set¬ 
tlers’ houses in a southern Sumat¬ 
ra forest reserve have been 
burned down, according to the 
settlers, in a final government bid 
to evict them and ‘‘preserve the 
environment.” . - 

The burning followed months 
of repeated calls on the settlers to 
move out-from Palau Panggung - 
• district, part-of a hnge conserva¬ 
tion area in Lampung Sdatan.- ■ 

Lam pang’s vice-governor, Sub^ 
ekti Hanm, has since denied 
issuing any instruction to burn the 
houses in order to evict the set¬ 
tlers. The instruction, he said, 
was to demolish houses left 
vacant when settlers decided to 
move on to official transmigra¬ 
tion areas in Rawa Jitu and Riau, 
further north. 

Last year, the government was 
able to move only 575 out of the 
2,400 families in tee district to the 
transmigration sites. But a total 
of 970 houses were reported 
burned or demolished in Desa 
Air Naningan, Air Bakoman and 
Datar Lebuai villages. 

Throughout tee Lampung res 
serve, which was created after the 
settlers arrived, some 34,000 
families (about 170,000 people), 
covering nearly half the area of 
the reserve, acre to be resettled, 
according to government plans. 

The settlers, who came from 
Java in the 1950s, depend upon 
rich coffee plantations. They fear 
that they will not get such fertile 
land if they move. 

Nevertheless, “allowing the 
squatters to stay in the region 
would be a more inhuman act,” 
said the governor of Lampung, 
Peodjono Pranyoto. “Think of 
the rain, the flood and the land¬ 
slides if they continued to live in 
the area.” Natural disasters have 
been hitting a number of Indone¬ 
sian provinces is the current rainy 
season, and “there would be 
more victims,” the governor said. 

The deputy'chairman of Lam- 
pong’s House of Representatives, 
Colonel Soewardr, said the mea¬ 
sure had to be taken to save the 
protected forest area which 
accounts for about 1.2 milli on 
hectares, one third ofLampung’s 
36,000 square kilometres. “The 
government is facing a dilemma. 
The. settlers' have to be moved 
out," ihe said 

Acpording to Soewartti, there 
had been thoughts of forcing out 
the settlers l^.desfroymg thfiir 
coffee plantations — but this had 
been abandoned-as.- impractical. 


A sociologist has described the 
house burnings as “over¬ 
reacting” and “ inhuman ". Hot¬ 
mail Siahaan of tee Surabaya- 
based University of Airiangga 
said teat the settlers had success¬ 
fully grown coffee there for so 
long that it was hard to conceive 
that they would damage the en¬ 
vironment. • 

He dismissed the government’s 
fears, of erosion and landslides as 
baseless;.' especially considering 
the strength of the roots of-a 
coffee bush. It was not common 
to hear of landslides in coffee 
plantation areas, he said. 

Siahaan branded the evictions 
as a failure of Lampung adminis¬ 
tration to comprehend tee peo¬ 
ple’s problems — and asked 
whether burning down houses 
was tee only solution. 

“I have a suspicion that the 


land will be used for other pur¬ 
poses once tee settlers have 
gone,” he said. 

But a spokesman for the Home 
Affairs Ministry, Faisal Tamin, 
said the case should be viewed 
from a wider context: The gov¬ 
ernment had resorted to tee ac¬ 
tion after five years of persua¬ 
sion.. 

“The government would do 
injustice to those who had 
already consented to leave tee 
area by allowing the remainder to 
stay,” he said. 

Tanrin said Lampung had a 
population' of 6.4 million and a 
5.8 per cent-growth rate—twice 
that of other provinces. The gov¬ 
ernment had to ensure that no 
dama g e occurred to its protected 
forest — the main source of water 
for the 7,000 hectares of rice 
paddy in tee province. 

“Seen in this context it is more 
important to move the families 
ont of the area rather than sacri¬ 
ficing the interests of hundreds of 


thousands of other people whose 
lives depend on tee rice field,” 

Tamin said. 

A member of the House of 
Representatives in Jakarta, Hun- 
a'e Thamrin, reminded the gov¬ 
ernment that the settlers had 
come to the area long before the 
concept of sustainable develop¬ 
ment — and before tee forest was 
declared a protected area. 

Lampung governor, Peodjono 
Pranyoto, said the task of reset¬ 
tling tee people from the pro¬ 
tected forest is one of his toughest 
.challenges. 

t Lack of funds was one of the 
obstacles to resettlement. It is 
estimated that $100 million, or 
around $500 a person, is needed 
to move all the settlers in Lam¬ 
pung. For this year, tee govern¬ 
ment has provided $1 million, 
and a government spokesman 
said that tee resettlement prog¬ 
ramme will continue but no 
homes will be burnt down. / 
Banos. 
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Kipling clockwise: 1. At age six; 2. Caricature by Max Reerbohm; 3. Portrait by Will Rothenstrin and 4. Illustra¬ 
tion from the Illustrated London News. 

In search of a canal 


Beset by war, the Nicaraguan government has announced 
plans to investigate building an alternative to the Panama 
Canal, following a route across its own country. If realised, 
the canal could mean an access of wealth and development 
for the country. 


, PANOS 


By Patricia Ardila 

MANAGUA — Nicaragua has 
revived an old dream: to build a 
canal across tee country to link 
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, 
and to serve as a alternative to 
tee Panama Canal. 

The Sandinista government is 
embarking on tee scheme after 
eight years of war with the U.S.- 
supported contra rebels, which 
has pushed Nicaragua into tee 
worst economic crisis in its his¬ 
tory. "* 

According to Finance Minister 
William Huper, Nicaraguans 
hope teat the canal will be a 
source of wealth and develop¬ 
ment for this nation and for the 
Central American region as a 
whole. 

Although no information has 
been provided so far on the size 
or cost of the proposed canal, a 
visit by Japanese experts and 
investors to begin discussions on 
the financial and technical viabil¬ 
ity of the project is expected 
soon. 

A canal across Nicaragua could 
emerge as an alternative to the 
Panama canal whose capacity to 
accept increasingly large cargo 
ships is be ginnin g to be insuffi¬ 
cient. 

The possibility of a canal across 
this Central American country 
was first considered in the 18th 
century. At that time, European 
commercial powers regarded 
Nicaragua as the most suitable 
site for an interoceanic canal, 
because of a natural connection 
between the San Juan River and 
Great Lake Nicaragua, which 
links the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans almost completely. 

Because of the potential canal 
route, across 480 kilometres, 
Nicaragua became the subject of 
dispute between the United 
States and Great Britain in com¬ 
petition for economic control of 


the raw materials and the markets 
of Latin America. For the United 
States this issue was crucial since 
it did not possess, as Britain did, 
a colonial empire to support its 
industrial development. 

So crucial, that in 1903 the. 
United States “took” Panama — 
according to tee famous declara¬ 
tion issued then by President 
Theodore Roosevelt—in prepar¬ 
ing the ground to obtain control 
of a route through Central 
America. 

Panama, which was then a pro¬ 
vince of Colombia, emerged as 
the site for building the in¬ 
teroceanic canal. The rights to 
the canal were granted to the 
United States ip perpetuity by 
Tomas Herrera, president of tee 
newly created republic. That has 
since been overtaken by a treaty 
ending U.S. control by the end of 
the century. 

Second alternative 

Panama was originally chosen 
only as a second alternative to 
Nicaragua, mainly because at that 
time Nicaragua was ruled by Jose 
Santos Zelaya, a liberal dictator 
with no sympathy for tee “col¬ 
ossus of the north" and who 
refused to grant the United States 
canal-building rights. 

While construction of the 
Panama Canal was in progress, 
Zelaya, who considered a canal 
across Nicaragua vital for the 
country’s economic development, 
decided to seek financial and 
technical support from either 
Japan or Germany. 

That meant that he was about 
to admit one of these countries 
into what the United States 
viewed as its hemisphere. In 1909 
a U.S.-backed internal rebellion 
precipitated Zelaya's fall from 
power. 

From then on, Nicaragua was 
governed by a series of U.S.- 
approved rulers. One of them, 
Adolfo Diaz, was so grateful for 


U.S. support teat he entered into 
a treaty intended to settle once 
and for all any possible problems 
arising from the potential canal 
route. 

In terms of the Bryan-Chamor- 
ro treaty, signed in Washington in 
August 1914, the United States 
acquired the rights to build the 
canal, to establish a naval base in 
the Gulf of Fonseca, and a lease 
to the Great and Little Corn 
Islands, all for S3 million. 

As the Panama Canal was 


100 km/ 


already completed, the treaty in 
practice ensured that no other 
country could obtain tee rigbts to 
build a canal in Nicaragua. 

Now 75 years later, another 
Nicaraguan government with no 
sympathy for the “colossus of tee 
north" is attempting again to 
enlist Japanese money and exper¬ 
tise to build the canal that has 
been considered by several gen¬ 
erations of Nicaraguans as their 
waterway to development — 
Panos 



On Jordan Television Channel Two tins week: 
On Tuesday night at 9:16 episode four of The Tin Flute will 
be shown. The intaz family still suffersjErom financial 
difficulties which forced them to vacate their house. Their 
crisis is aggravated by the return of their enlisted son who 
wants back the money he gave to his family. 

On Wednesday night at 9:10 the documentary Horizon 
presents ‘Thinking,” a programme which discusses the 
inteOigence.of human beings and weather computers have 
the same potential as the human mind. 

Oh Friday right at .9:10 the last episode of- the mini senes 
The One Game will be shown. Nicholas finds out that his 
divorcee Janee is the only person that stillloves him. He 
thus, sets out to fescue her from the captivity of- Megnus. 
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Economy 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, MARCH 7,1989 


Soviet deficit ‘reaches danger zone’ 


NEW YORK (R) — The Soviet budget deficit has 
“reached the danger zone" and will rise above the 
equivalent of $160 billion in 1989, a key economic 
adviser to Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev said in 
an interview published Sunday. 


Abel Aganbegyan, head of the 
economic section of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences, was quoted 
in an interview with the U.S. 
magazine Newsweek as saying 
die Soviet economy had difficulties 
in all directions, “but the most 
critical is the deficit.'' 

"It has grown sharply and 
reached the danger zone,” he 
said, adding that it would exceed 
100 billion roubles ($160 billion at 
.the official exchange rate) in 
1989, approximately the same 
level as the U.S. budget deficit. 

Aganbegyan called for capita¬ 
listic measures such as progres¬ 
sive income taxes, more consum¬ 
er goods, and the creation of a 
'deluxe trade to cut the Soviet 
^deficit. 

. As near-term reforms. 
Aganbegyan told the magazine 
'.that salary increases should be 
controlled and income taxes 
.should be changed from the cur- 
.rent 13 per cent for all to a 
progressive income tax with a top 
.rate of 30 per cent. 

: But it was "more important," 
-he said, to increase supply. 

“We can expand housing con¬ 
struction by reducing industrial 
construction. And in my opinion, 
one third of the new bousing 
should be sold... this could re¬ 
duce the deficit by 20 billion 


roubles” ($32 billion). 

He said supplying the demand 
for cars and garage space would 
reduce the deficit by another 20 
billion roubles, and increasing 
state production of video, audio 
and computer equipment ''poss¬ 
ibly through joint ventures with 
foreign firms,' 1 could reduce it by 
IS billion ($24 billion). 

“Doubling imports of consum¬ 
er goods would mean another 10 
billion,” ($16 billion) the Soviet 
economist told Newsweek. 

Aganbegyan said food sub¬ 
sidies should be reduced, and he 
added: "Prices on meat, dairy 
products and bread may have to 
double" in order to make agri¬ 
cultural products profitable. 

To increase the incentive to 
earn money, the Soviet econom¬ 
ist made a dearly uncommunist 
suggestion — the creation of a 
deluxe trade. 

"In my opinion, we should also 
create a deluxe trade, so that 
prices can be different in different 
shops, with higher prices for bet¬ 
ter goods and services. This is 
very important for increasing 
material incentive,” he said. 

Concluding the Newsweek in¬ 
terview. Aganbegyan said he felt 
the economic reforms should be 
part of a long-term strategy and 
added that “such measures are 


now being taken.” 

Market analysis 

Another two leading Soviet 
economists said that shortages of 
consumer goods in the Soviet 
Union have become dire and 
Moscow must look to the West 
for new credits if it is to check a 
rapid slide in living standards. 

The warnings by the econom¬ 
ists, writing in two' different pub¬ 
lications, reflect concern that 
chronic shortages of food and 
basic goods threaten confidence 
in Gorbachev's “perestroika" re¬ 
form programme. 

“The worsening of the situa¬ 
tion on the consumer market was 
such last year that we cannot hold 
out for much longer," Otto Latsis 
wrote in the weekly Ekono- 
micheskaya Gazeta. 

“Another year like that and the 
market could collapse. We could 
find ourselves in a situation like 
that of Poland in 1981-82 — with 
empty shelves and trade that has 
virtually ceased to exist,” he 
added. 

“We must finally admit that 
our country's economy is in a sad 
state," wrote A. Orlov in the 
monthly Chelovek I Zakon. 
'There is nothing shameful about 
seeking help from richer coun¬ 
tries.” 

Citing figures from Moscow's 
Institute for the United States 
and Canada, Orlov said the 
Soviet Union now ranked be¬ 
tween 45th and 50th in the world 
in terms of a “basket" of consum¬ 
er goods. 

Consumption of meat, for ex¬ 
ample, was nearly half that of the 


United States, West Germany 
and France. 

On his trips outside Moscow, 
Gorbachev has frequently been 
tackled by crowds angered by a 
lack of improvement in the quali¬ 
ty of their daily lives since he 
came to power nearly four years 
ago. 

The Soviet leader has made 
farm reform one of his top priori¬ 
ties and the issue, which has 
created a rift in the ruling Polit¬ 
buro, is to be debated at a major 
Communist Party meeting this 
month. 

Both economists supported in¬ 
creased Western credits to buy 
consumer goods. The subject has 
been hotly debated in recent 
weeks, with some economists 
saying the country cannot afford 
to increase its debt and should 
import capital equipment 

“Our prejudices towards cre¬ 
dits to buy consumer goods bin¬ 
der considerably our attempts to 
curb shortages... and our foreign 
debt is still within a safe 
framework," Latsis wrote, citing 
Western estimates putting the 
debt figure at between $20 and 
$30 billion. 

"Within this framework an ex¬ 
tra $1 or $2 billion is not a terrible 
thing," be noted. 

Increasing imports, be said, 
would also spur Soviet producers 
to improve the quality of their 
own goods. But he denounced 
increased imports of grain as irra¬ 
tional. 

The weekly Moscow News last 
week published figures showing 
that the Soviet Union had im- 






Abel Aganbegyan 

ported 184.8 million tonnes of 
grain from 1984 to 1988 and 
denouncing queues and empty 
shops as “our common shame.” 

Orlov cited meat production, 
saying that 850,000 tonnes of 
meat were imported annually to 
compensate for up to one million 
tonnes lost — mostly through 
poor storage or inadequate trans¬ 
port. 

Economists have also, pointed 


Algeria to spend over 
$150m on job creation 


Eastern Airlines struggles to keep flying 


* MIAMI (R) — Eastern Airlines, 
'virtually grounded by a strike that 
has stranded thousands of passen¬ 
gers and threatened its financial 
survival, struggled Monday to 
'muster enough pilots to keep a 
.skeleton fleet flying. 

As travellers bedded down in 
airport lobbies, millions of com¬ 
muters in major U.S. cities were 
;granted a reprieve from rush¬ 
-hour chaos when striking Eastern 
'mechanics said they would post- 
Ipone. holding disruptive secon- 
;daiy pickets at railway stations. 

Federal judges in New York 
-and Philadelphia issued restrain¬ 
ing orders against sympathy 
^ strikes. 

; Eastern, primarily a domestic 
-U.S. carrier,- is also the largest 


American airline serving Latin 
America. Services to the region 
have been affected. 

The International Association 
of Machinists (IAM) said Mon¬ 
day it was now setting its sights on 
Continental Airlines, Eastern s 
non-union sister carrier under the 
Texas Air Corp. umbrella, and 
would soon set up picket lines 
aimed at paralysing its opera¬ 
tions. 

"... We will bring the trans¬ 
portation network of this country 
to its knees,” said Wally Haber, 
general chairman of IAM District 
100, representing 8,500 striking 
mechanics and baggage handlers. 

Hie mechanics went on strike 
Saturday morning after union 


negotiators turned down a con¬ 
tract proposal demanding $125 
million in wage concessions. 
Pilots and flight attendants 
walked off their job in sympathy 
strikes. 

Eastern's problems coaid 
spread to other major U.S. air¬ 
lines by Tuesday. The Air Line 
Pilots Association has called on 
its 41,000 members to begin a 
work to rule slowdown believed 
capable of dogging the country's 
air traffic system. 

On Sunday, striking mecha¬ 
nics, backed by pilots and flight 
attendants, forced the nation's 
seventh largest airline to cancel 
all but 90 flights, nine per cent of 
its usual 1.000 daily Sights. 

• The airline had promised to 


take special measures to maintain 
service to Latin America but only 
a handful of flights headed south 
from Miami Saturday. 

Texas Air Chairman Frank 
Lorenzo, who acquired Eastern 
in 1986 and sharply curtailed its 
operations, has emerged as the 
prime target of strikers' bitter¬ 
ness. 

"Lorenzo is scum." read a sign 
on the picket line at Atlanta's 
Hansfield International Airport. 

Airline analysts said a prot¬ 
racted strike could led to a bank¬ 
ruptcy filing or a complete dis¬ 
mantling of financially strapped 
Eastern, founded 60 years ago 
and once headed by World War I 
flying ace Eddie Rickenbadker. 


Vietnam aims art accelerating reforms 


HANOI (R) — Vietnamese lead¬ 
er Nguyen Van Linh has streng¬ 
thened his position with a cabinet 
reshuffle aimed at speeding up 
the reforms essential for revitalis¬ 
ing the country’s economy, Viet¬ 
namese officials said Monday. 

The appointment of Pban Van 
Khai as minister in charge of state 
planning was seen by the officials 
as a clear signal that Linh wanted 
to speed the reforms. 

Khai, the mayor of Ho Chi 
Minh City, is a close associate of 
Linh and the vice-chairman of the 
council of ministers. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, gweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa¬ 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


All are regarded as heading 
the reform movement, intent on 
liberalising economic conditions 
in Vietnam to attract foreign in¬ 
vestment. 

Khai replaced Dau Ngoc Xuan 
who remains a member of the 
cabinet but moves to become 
vice-chairman of a special com¬ 
mittee set up to oversee foreign 
investment. 

Vo Dong Giang, a former lead¬ 
er of the National Liberation 
Front during the Vietnam war, 
was named as head of the com¬ 
mittee. 

But Tin, a veteran soldier who 
has been deputy editor of the 
Nhan Dan party daily newspaper 
for the past five years, told Reu¬ 
ters Monday: “People in govern¬ 
ment hope the reforms will go 
faster. But the legacy of the past 
is so deep that we cannot go 
faster (at the moment). Yon have 
to change the cadres and the way 
■ of thinking in economic manage¬ 
ment.” 

He said there had been 
rumours that Linh would step 
down as party chief in the near 
future, but said: "He will stay 
until the seventh party congress 
in 1990, when he will retire." 

Tin also said a key meeting of 
the Vietnamese Communist Party 
Central Committee would take 


place March 26 and last for about 
a week. 

"It will assess two years of 
reform, and assess the economic 
situation,” he said. “The main 
lack is in the fight against infla¬ 
tion, where we have not reached 
our main taraet. It is too high and 
it is a very big problem." 

Tin and other Vietnamese offi¬ 
cials interviewed over the past 
few days have been at pains to 
stress that the country’s lead¬ 
ership is united in the desire for 
reform and which direction it 
should take. 

However, they have indicated 
that more conservative members 
of the cabinet, identified by 
Western diplomats as Interior 
Minister Mai Chi To and Defence 
Minister Le Due Anh, felt the 
pace of the reforms should be 
much more cautious. 

Western diplomatic sources 
said it was dear Linh and his 
fellow reformers, faced with a 
still stagnant economy, felt the 
time had come to speed up the 
pace by changing the ministers 
directly involved in implementing 
the reforms. 

In December 1986 Vietnam 
announced the biggest shake up in 
the country's leadership in four 
decades and coupled it with a 


radical programme aimed at in¬ 
jecting life into the country's 
shattered economy. 

A liberal law aimed at attract¬ 
ing foreign investment was un¬ 
veiled, and a state policies of "mo 
cua," or openness, and “khoi 
phuc," or renewal, were 
announced. 

Western diplomats said the 
moves to an open door policy 
were prompted by an inflation 
rate running at between 400 and 
1,000 per cent a year, foreign 
debt repayments that could not 
be met of some $120 million, high 
unemployment, and a thriving 
black market in the country’s 
currency. 

The official rate is 3.500 dong 
for a U.S. dollar bur the black 
market rate on the streets is 
between 4.800 and 5,500 dong. 

The plenary session of the 
Central Committee later this 
month will involve some 200 
members, and will lay down a 
new policy incorporating the pre¬ 
sent reforms but vastly speeding 
up their implementation. West¬ 
ern diplomats said. 

"They have to go faster, and 
they have to show some progress 
in tackling inflation and the ex¬ 
change rate.said one Weste¬ 
rn diplomat. 
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AMMAN BACCALAUREATE 
SCHOOL 

seeks for April/May 1989 


Director of Finance 

The successful candidate should possess: 

— Fluency in Arabic and English 

— Qualifications and experience at senior managerial 
level with foreign experience/training an advantage 

— Knowledge of up to date software applications 

— The ability to relate to and sympathise with human 
beings of all ages 

— Sufficient drive and stamina to become an actively 
involved member of a growing, dynamic educational 
community. 

The school offers a competitive salary and attractive 
benefits. 

Candidates should submit a formal application together 
with testimonials and copies of ail relevant diplomas/ 
transcripts to: 

The Principal 

Amman Baccalaureate School 
P.O. Box 441 
Sweileh, Jordan 

By March 16,1989. Interviews will be held before the end 
of March, 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Second floor, consists of 3 bedrooms, large L-shaped 
lounge, 3 bathrooms, central heating, telephone, fully 
furnished. 

Location: Abdoun near the Greek Orthodox Church. 
Rent to be paid annually. 

Call tel: 678617 - 628611 


An international company seeks a qualified secretary to work in 
its regional office in Amman. 

Qualifications: 2-3 years experience in office practice and filing, 
typing English/Arabic, fluent in English both speaking & writing. 

Please send handwritten C.V. in English, with recent 
photograph, quoting your telephone number to: 
General Manager 
P.O. Box: 19021, Amman - Jordan 



APARTMENT FOR RENT 
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

Ground floor with garden. American style with 2 bed¬ 
rooms, 2 bathrooms. 

Location 4th Circle 

Tel. 641456 after 2:30 p.m. 



ALGIERS (R) — Algeria will 
spend more than $150 million this 
year on a crash programme to 
ease unemployment which helped 
to touch off violent protests 
against economic hardship last 
October. 

The official news agency APS 
said Monday the employment 
situation, which had ‘‘deterio¬ 
rated in a remarkable fashion" in 
the last few years, was the gov¬ 
ernment's first priority. 

A special government commis¬ 
sion met at the weekend to adopt 
a series of 52 measures to prom¬ 
ote job creation. The agency said 
the programme would get a state 
subsidy of one billion dinars 
($147 million) plus revenue from 
motor vehicle tax. 

APS gave no figure for total 
unemployment but last month a 


senior planning ministry official 
told a conference on the state of 
. the economy that the jobless rate 
had risen from 22 to 25 per cent 
of the work force in the last two 
years. 

Die official, Mohammad Salah 
Benkahla, said 110,000 new job¬ 
seekers were coming on the mar¬ 
ket each year. He said the gov¬ 
ernment hoped to create 90,000 
new jobs in 1989 by investing 107 
billion dinars ($15 J billion) in 
economic development projects. 

An across-the-board pay hike 
of up to 33 per cent for nearly wo 
million wage-earners came into 
force at the beginning of the year, 
compensating for the rising cost 
of living which was also a major 
grievance voiced during the Octo¬ 
ber riots. 


World Bank to lend 
Nigeria $1 billion 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria' wiir re¬ 
ceive World:' Bank lbaite-worth 
about $1- billion a year after 
agreeing to reschedule part of its 


$30 billion foreign debt, a World 
Bank official said Sunday. 

Tariq Husain, the World 
Bank’s Lagos representative, told 
Reuters the bank, which has lent 
Nigeria about $4 billion over the 
past 30 years, now intended pro¬ 
viding loans worth around $1 
billion a year. 

He said $600 million in loans 
would be paid to Nigeria for 
special projects, including help to 
develop small and medium-sized 
businesses. 

Encouraging small businesses, 
especially in agriculture and 
manufacturing based on local raw 
materials, is part of the govern¬ 
ment's policy to break atPay from 
dependence on imports paid for 
by oil sales. 

'A tough economic restructur¬ 
ing programme has won approval 
from the International Monetary 
Fond (IMF) and helped soften 
the attitude of Nigeria's foreign 
creditors. 

But the programme has meant 
a devaluation of the local naira 
currency and hardship for most 
Nigerians struggling to cope with 
soaring inflation. It has also hit 
businesses short of foreign ex¬ 
change for essential imports. 

Officials from Nigeria and the 
World Bank signed an agreement 
in Washington last week for a 
loan of $85 million towards agri¬ 
cultural and rural development 
projects. 

These projects are part of the 
World Bank's programme for 


Nigeria Fdi r Jf989.fo IS5H* Whelp 
fund development in areas such 
as techmcar education, water, 
power and health. 

The first part of a $500 million 
balance of payments support loan 
has already been paid, with the 
rest due later in the year. 


Privatisation 

l 

Meanwhile, Nigeria, trying to 
help its debt-burdened economy 
by stimulating private enterprise, 
is preparing three more com¬ 
panies for full or partial privatisa¬ 
tion. 

State radio reported Saturday 
government shares in National 
Oil and Chemical Company Ltd, 
Aba Textile Mills aod United 
Nigeria insurance Co. Ltd., 
should be ready to go on sale to 
the public between April and 
June. 

National Oil, now 60 per cent 
government-owned, is set for par¬ 
tial privatisation. The other two 
companies will be fully priva¬ 
tised. 

The privatisation exercise, 
which mirrors sales of state enter¬ 
prises in Britain and other coun¬ 
tries, began in January with the 
sale of 6.9 million government- 
held shares in Flour Mills of 
Nigeria Ltd. 

African Petroleum Ltd. stock 
is currently on sale, with the 
government reducing its holding 
to 40 per cent from 60 per cent by 
selling off 17.28 billion shares. 

The privatisation programme is 
set to involve 92 enterprises, 67 of 
them slated for a total sell-off. 


CHALLENGING CAREER 
OPPORTUNITY 

A young leading Jordanian company with an interna¬ 
tional profile is looking for talented young men and 
women to join its dedicated team as: 

MANAGEMENT TRAINEES 


Preferably fresh university graduates, fluent in En¬ 
glish, with good communication skills. As a trainee, 
he/she will be entitled, to a. starting trainee salary.. 
Upon completion of the training program, will be 
offered a challenging post in Jordan or abroad, with 
an attractive salary, among other company benefits. 
Send your Curriculum Vitae along with a recent photo 
to: 

Management Training Program 
P.O. Box 960913 
Amman - Jordan 

N.B. All applications will be treated with strict 
confidence. 


African ministers look 
for economic salvation 


to improper use of imported and 
domestically produced equip¬ 
ment — never installed or out of 
use, sometimes rusting, in the 
open air.. 

The Communist Party news¬ 
paper Pravda Sunday printed fi¬ 
gures showing that a total of 14 
billion roubles ($23.8 billion) 
worth of equipment was lying idle 
in the country, nearly one-third 
of it imported. 


BLANTYRE (R) — African fi¬ 
nance ministers gathered in Mala¬ 
wi Monday to seek a kinder cure 
for their ailing economies than 
the one. being prescribed by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and World Bank. 

The meeting takes place 
against a background of rioting in 
Venezuela last week which Latin 
American officials linked to re¬ 
forms sought by the IMF and the 
World Bank in return for aid.. 

Venezuela said an estimated 
247 people died and up to .2,000 
were injured in the unrest which 
followed austerity measures. 

The executive secretary of the 
United Nations Economic Com¬ 
mission for Africa, Adebayo 
Adedeji, was to open the Blan- 
tyre meeting late* Monday. 

Ministers, central bank and 
other monetary officials from 
most Organisation of African Un¬ 
ity members were then due to 
meet Tuesday for a debate which 
IMF and World Bank officials 
have been invited to attend as 
observers.. 

The Venezuelan disturbances 
were expected to reinforce Afri¬ 
can arguments that thrift, policies 
encouraged by the IMF and 
World Bank incurred too high a 
social and political cost. 

“The social fabric of African 
societies has been torn asunder,” 
said Bingu Mutharika of the 
Addis Ababa-based U.N. com¬ 
mission which organised the con¬ 
ference. 

“The poor, both in urban and 
rural areas, are becoming poorer 
and less able to feed themselves,” 
Mutharika, the conference direc¬ 


tor, said last Tuesday as African 
finance experts prepared the 
ground for this week's closed- 
door meeting. 

IMF and World Bank reforms 
often include hefty currency de¬ 
valuations. budget and subsidy 
cuts, and state sector layoffs. 

About 30 African countries 
have pledged to cany out such 
reforms, under what are called 
structural adjustment prog¬ 
rammes. 

But some Africans, and others, 
argue that these have served to 
aggravate poverty, hunger, illness 
and infant mortality in the 
world's poorest continent. 

"Main areas of concern relate 
to effects of orthodox structural 
adjustment programmes on social 
conditions of the people — their 
lack of the human dimension,” a 
spokesman for Adedeji told Reu¬ 
ters in February. 

“Further, at political level, the 
way programmes are designed 
outside African countries under¬ 
mines national sovereignty," the 
spokesman. Jegghan Sengbor, 
added. 

Mali Foreign Minister Modibo 
Keita — whose president is cur¬ 
rent chairman of the Organisa¬ 
tion of African Unity — warned 
six months ago of how difficult it 
was for African countries to per¬ 
sist with traditional IMF and 
World Bank reforms in the abs¬ 
ence of what he called meaningful 
economic growth. 

“A new, dangerous develop¬ 
ment is emerging among African 
countries: Adjustment fatigue," 
he declared. 


Perez vows to maintain 
austerity in Venezuela 


CARACAS (R) — Venezuelan 
President Carlos Andres Perez 
says he will persevere with his 
economic austerity programme 
despite rioting last week over 
price increases. 

“There's no question of chang¬ 
ing tack. I will continue the path 
we have started on," Perez said in 
a television interview Sunday 
night. 

Opposition leaders have urged 
the government to change its 
economic programme which was 
unveiled- last month in order to 
win International Monetary Fund 


(IMF) loans of $4.75 billion over 
the next three years to offset a 
plunge in oil income. 

Huge price increases in petrol 
and bus fores last week sparked 
nationwide rioting and looting. 

' Perez Sunday ruled out wage 
rises to offset the effects of the 
austerity measures. 

“A wage increase would mean 
absolutely nothing. It would 
merely exacerbate the inflation 
ary process," he said. 

The government expects the 
annual rate of inflation to reach 
about 60 per cent in 1989. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, March 6, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 

Buy 

mo 

Sefl 

542.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

419.7 

424.9 

Pound Sterling 

929.1 

940.4 

Dutch guilder 

258.7 

261.3 

Deutsche mark 

292.0 

295.0 

Swedish crown 

85.1 

85.9 

SwLb franc 

341.3 

344:8 

Italian lira (for 100) 

39.7 

40.1 

French franc 

85.9 

86.8 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

139.3 

140.6 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

1 LONDON (R) — 

Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 

1.7285/95 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1915/25 

Canadian dollar 


1.8440/50 

Deutschemarks 


2.08KV20 

Dutch guilders 


1.5770/80 

Swiss francs 


38.65/69 

Belgian francs 


6.2650/2700 

French francs 


1357/1358 

Italian lire 


128.35/45 

Japanese yen 


6.3275/3325 

Swedish crowns 


6.7300/50 

Norwegian crowns 


7.1750/1800 

Danish crowns 

| One ounce of gold 388.00/388.50 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — The market consolidated earlier gains amid investor 
caution and listless trading. The All Ordinaries index edged up 
3.6 points to close at 1.512.6. 

TOKYO — Share prices ended lower in scant turnover. Most 
participants took profits or stayed put amid worries about political 
issues and interest rates. The Nikkei index fell 123.24 points, or 
0.39 per cent, to close at 31,876.86. 

HONG KONG — Share traders took back the Hang Seng index’s 
initial 36-point gain 3nd it dosed 2.37 points up at 3,058.95. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices closed generally lower on profit¬ 
taking and lack of, follow-through buying in fairly moderate 
trading. The Straits Times industrial index fell 3.48 to 1,114.94. 

BOMBAY — Market closed for holiday. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended a lively session broadly higher 
amid revived domestic demand. Traders were relieved at last 
week’s Bundesbank decision to leave leading interest rates 
unchanged. The DAX index rose 11.84 to 1,337.66. 

ZURICH — Prices dosed higher across the board in active trading 
as the market followed sharp gains in shares of Credit Suisse. The 
all-share index rose 15.3 to 985J.. 

PARIS — Shares were steady in quiet midday trading. Volume 
was mostly thin but underlying sentiment remained positive. 

LONDON—Shares were below their highs of the day in sluggish 
afternoon business, although a firm showing on Wall Streetwas 
helping to support prices. At 1538 GMT the FTSE 100 index was 
up 11.6 at 2,070.8. 

NEW YORK — General interest aroused by the planned 
Time-Warner merger, as well as higher bonds on a firm dollar, 
sparked early buying. But profit-taking later in the morning 
eroded moderate early gains. The Dow was up five at 2,279. 
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NEW YORK (AP) — Ocvc- 
land went 2-for-16 from the 
field dining a mne-point fourth 
quarter am) Teny Cummings 
scored "26 points as the Mil¬ 
waukee Bucks ended the Cava¬ 
liers* 22-game home winning 
streak 103-98 Sunday. 

Cleveland led 89-79 after 
three qnarteis, but the Cava- 
Kere missed their first eight 
shots during a 12-2 Milwaukee 
run at the start of the fourth 
period that tied, the game at 91. 

The Bucks were unable to 


hit a fast-break layup off a bad 
pass ; by Cleveland’s Brad 
Daugherty, putting Milwaukee 
up 97-96 with 2:20 left. 

Larry Nance, who scored 
seven of dm Cavaliers' nine 
points in the final quarter, 
made an 18-footer to put 
Cleveland back up 98-97, but a 
baseline jumper by Pierce gave 
Milwaukee die lead for good 
with L30 to [day. 

. Daugherty led Cleveland 
With 30 points and Nance bad 
27. Larry Kiystkowiak scored 
21 for the Bucks. - 

In other National Basketball 
Association games, it was Utah 
85, Atlanta 83, Houston 88, 
Los Angeles Lakers 83, 
Washington 114, Charlotte 
101, Detroit 109, Miami 100, 
Indiana 121, Portland 118, and 
the Los Angeles Kings 110, 
Golden State 96. 

Jazz 85, Hawks 83 

John Stockton and Bobby 
Hansen scored 20 points each 
and Karl Malone s ank two free 
throws with 43 seconds left. 


giving the Utah Jas an 85-83 
victory over the Atlanta 
Hawks: ' 

Rockets 88, Lakers 83 

Sleepy Floyd led.a thud- 
quarter comeback and hit a 
crucial jumper with 14 seconds 
to play, leading Houston to a 
88-83 win oyer the Los Angeles 
Lakers that snapped the Rock¬ 
ets’ seven-game' losing streak. 

Bullets 114, Hornets 181 

Jeff Malone scored 34 points 
and Washington reserves 
fueled a 14-1 fourth-quarter 
burst, leading the Bullets to 
their fourth straight victory, 
114-101 over the Charlotte 
Hornets, who lost for the 
fourth consecutive time. 

Pistons 109, Heat 100 

Tsiati Thomas and Vuurie 
Johnson each scored 22 points 
as the Detroit Pistons grabbed 
a big early lead and held on for 
a 109-100 victory over Miami. 

Pacers 121, Trafl Blazers 118 

Detlef Schrempf scored nine 
points in overtime, mehiding 
two free throws with 20 
seconds left, and Reggie Miller 
scored 29 points, leading Indi¬ 
ana to a 121-118 victory over 
the Portland Trail Blazers. 

Kings 110, Warriors 96 

Kenny Smith scored 28 
points Sunday night as Sac¬ 
ramento beat Golden State 
110-96 and held the Warriors to 
59 fewer points tha n they 
scored a gainst the Kings the 
previous night. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES OOREN 
AND OIIAR SHARIF 
OlBMTtlran* Madto SantcM. Inc. 


YOU BE THE JUDGE 



Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH . 

* AQ7 
<7*53 

0 Q J 4 

* A Q62 

WEST EAST 

*10 2 *98643 

9K94 V Q 10 7 6 

0 *63 0 A 2 

* 10 9753 4 K 8 

SOUTH 

* KJ5 

- -AJ2 --. — 

.0*109 7 5 

* J 4 

The bidding: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass 2 NT Pass . 

3 NT. Pm Pass Paw 

.Opening lead: Five of * 

This is an opportunity to sit in 
judgment ofyour fellow man. Study 
the bidding and play, then award 
merits and demerits to those who, in 
year opinion, earned them. 

Give South a star for the auction. 
His response on his balanced 13- 
count of two no tramp rather than 
one diamond is most descriptive, 
and made sure that the best contract 
was reached. 

- Declarer played low from dummy 
on the opening lead. East took his 
king and shifted to a low heart. No 
matter what declarer did from that 


point on, the defenders ^ to come 
to throe heart tricks and the ace of 
diamonds, along with the king of 
chibs, for a one-trick set. What's 
your verdict? 

First, give at least a double merit 
award to East for good defense. Ob¬ 
viously, there was no future in the 
black suits, so Yds shaft to a heart at 
trick two was farsighted defense and 
deserved a reward. 

. A nw^Imum demerit, however, 
most go to declarer for his play of 
- the haml. Nine-tricks were therefor . 
,tbe taking but for careless play to 
the first trick. . 

All dedara- had to do to secure 
his contract was to rise with the ace 
of dubs ami force out the ace of 
diamonds. That way he would have 
been sure of taking at least three 
spade tricks, one heart, four <fia- 
monds and a dub no m a tt e r what 
the defenders did. While that might 
not be a winning tactic at duplicate, 
there's no question about What to 
do when the cash is on the table. 

AnhHe for a Hinted time as 
a special offer h a two-for-owe 
package of DOUBLES booklets, 
for year copies send S3 to 
“GOREN DOUBLES," cam (Us 
newspaper, P.O. Box 4426, Orlan¬ 
do, Fla. 32002-4426. Make checks 
paya b le to "Newspaperboofcs." 



“The last time 1 tried to pay all 
. of bur bills the checkbook got 
overheated and burst into flames. 1 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and Bob Las 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Priiit answer here: 


Yesterdays j . 


(Answers tomorrow) 

jumbos: OCTET VIRUS MUSEUM BALLET 

Answer She married a banker because Ms virtues 
^^..SteedSfols-HB "VAULTS”(faults) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Australians lead in women’s 470 racing 

TOKYO (AP)—An Australian yacht sailed by Nicola Green and 
Kaiyan Davis won a short course event Sunday and led the 
four-day international women’s 470 class yacht championship. 
The Australians, who placed sixth in die 1988 summer Olympics 
in Seoul, South Korea, beat 18 other yachts in die 500-metre race 
on the second day of the five-day competition. Saturday's 
scheduled races were postponed because of a lack of wind. 11m: 
Australian yacht collected 0.75 points for the victory on Sagami 
Bay off Sajima, 55 kilometres southwest of Tokyo. A Soviet yacht 
sailed by Seoul Olympic bronze medallists Larisa Moskalenko 
and Irina TchoundAovskayairina placed second, picking up two 
points. 

Pfltzlnger wins five-kilometre race 

AUCKLAND (AP)—New Zealand’s Chrissie Pfitzinger was just 
over a second off setting a world’s best time in a five-kilometre 
women's road race Sunday. Pfitzinger, 30, from Auckland, broke 
dear of Brenda Webb of the United States over the final 
kilometre to win in 15 minutes, 7 seconds. Webb, who set the 
world's best time of 15:05.8 in Cincinnati in 1987, was second in 
15:11, followed by New Zealand's Barbara Moore in 15.14 and 
Sylvia Mosqueda of the United States in 15:25. “I thought it 
would come down to a sprint on die line," Pfitzinger said. “But I 
felt so good at four kilometres. First I got half a step in front and 
then a gap and at that point I knew I had it.” 

Chiba wins Giant Slalom 

TOKYO (AP) — Former Olympic skier Shinya Chiba of Japan 
beat Christian Schwaiger of Austria Sunday in the final of the 
Japan Open giant slalom, eighth of 10 duel race meets on Japan’s 
professional ski circuit. It was the 27-year-old Chiba's second 
straight victory in the series. He won the Onikoube cup race last 
week. With times of 22.538 and 22.815 seconds, Chiba edged 
Schwaiger by 0.425 seconds in the first race and 0.101 seconds in 
the second race on the 410-metre (1,353-foot), 13-flag Nobeyama 
Highland course in Nagano, 180 kilometres (108 miles) northwest 
of Tokyo. Chiba received first-prize money of 1 milli on yen 
($7,700) and Schwaiger received 450,000 yen ($3,500). 

Weissflog wins Holmenkollen jump 

OSLO (AP)—Jens Weissflog of East Germany, the 70-metre ski 
jumping world champion at Lahti, Finland, two weeks ago, won 
die 90-metre ski jum ping World Cup event Sunday at the 
HolmenkoQea ski festival. Weissflog, the first East German 
winner at Hohoenkollen since Harald Duschek triumphed 11 
years ago, soared 103.5 metres (339.5 feet) and 102J5 metres 
(336.2 feet) for 225.0 points. It was Weissflog’s first Holmenkol- 
len victory and his two jumps were the best and longest in each 
round. His compatriot Hdko Hanger set the hill record of 110.5 
metres (362.5 fret) in 1965. Runner-up was Jon Inge Kjoerum of 
Norway who was tied for third place after the first round. He 
finished 175 points behind Weissflog with two stylish jumps of 99 
metres (324.8 fret) and 95.5 metres (313.3 fret) for 207-5 points. 


World Indoor Track and Field 
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ln& HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By The Carroll Rig titer Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: In¬ 
tuition can be used to set results. 
Others may plan to cultural 
co nn ections. Positive -thinking, 
together with Creativity, can pro- 
dnee enrpdriag isenlte on the dsqr 
of thenew moon end eoler eettpea. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You 
have numerous views to share with 
others. Abandon the belief that 
year Ideas are the only cnee with 
malt. Flexibility will t>a n e e ded. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20} 
Your attitude will get you through 
a challenging situation. Start sew 
projects. Move out to meet the 


GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) An 
interest in the performing arts 
brings a creative flow to your plans. 
Your ca p a b i li ties can foch higher 
financea. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JoL Zl) Sheie with others for an en¬ 
thusiastic response. A pqp talk with 
si b li n gs wiu help a s c holas tic 
concern. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) 
Brainatanning with associates can 
bring results. You can accomplish 
something that has never bean dons 
before. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept 22) Sit 
down and negotiate d iffer ences. 
Consult with a close friend. 
Dramatic measures are needed to 
keep pi*»»a on schedule. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oet- 22) Con¬ 
sult with an expert to get a project 
off the ground, it may taka time to 


make propoeed travel plana. Hava 
a family mnatillfl 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
. Chanky behavior is unacceptable to 
others. Interest slows down over a 
new acquaintance. Avoid a dash 
with authority figures. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Rid yoorarff of those around yon 
who drain resources and spoil all 
the fun. Recycle friends who stand 
in the way. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Someone manr show you an embar¬ 
rassing dismay of affection. Such 
behavior is hard to receive comfort¬ 
ably. Keep in good shape. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Your concerns over a promotion 
will be addressed. Promote good 
wffl with i m po rtan t peo p le. L ook far 
a needy person to help. 

PISOK5 (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) A 
romantic contract is rene w ed. 
Disappointment over your soc i al 
life can spur you to action. 
Establish a colorful relationship. 

If Your Child Is Bora Todty 

He or she win have a strong Im¬ 
agination with a creative sensitiv¬ 
ity to music and the performing 
arte. Yoor child will be a charmer, 
very attractive to others, sym¬ 
pathetic and loving.' Yoor son or 
daughter will prefer to fallow nriaa 
that he Or she huIbml ~ 

e • • 

‘The Stars impel; they do not 
compel.” What yon make of your 
life is largely up to yon! 

© 1989, McNanght SyncL 


Aouita wipes Seoul, takes 3000m 


BUDAPEST (R) — Said Aonita shrugged off his 
disappointments at last year’s Seoul Olympics 
with a sweeping win in the men’s 3,000 metres at 
the world indoor championships Sunday then 
looked ahead confidently to the outdoor track 
-season. 


The 28-year-old Moroccan won 
umch as he pleased on the final 
day of the championships in a 
mann er reminiscent Of his 1984 
Olympic and 1987 world Cham¬ 
pionships 5,000 metres successes. 

Most importantly be put aside 
the unpleasant memories of Seoul 
when bris plans for an 800-1,500 
metres double were thwarted by a 
hamstring injury. 

Aouita managed only a bronze 
medal in the 800 in Seoul and 
failed to turn up for the semifinals 
of the 1,500. 

He re-emerged this year for his 
first indoor season ana made an 
immediate impression, setting the 
second fastest time ever for the 
3,000 metres in East Rutherford, 
New Jersey, February 10. 

Aouita showed be had lost 
none of his confidence when he 
told -reporters here he had de¬ 
cided to run in the 3,000 rather 
than the 1,500 here because the 
former was a stronger field. 

“I am very happy that I was 


Boileau 
outstays the 
pack to take 
marathon 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Cana¬ 
dian Art Boileau surged past the 
exhausted Gidamas £h»hanga 
with less than two miles (3.2 
kilometres) to go Sunday to win 
his second Los Angeles 
marathon, beating Colombia's 
Pedro Ortiz by 27 seconds. 

BoOean’s time for the 26.2-mile 
(42-ldlometrc) race was 2 hours, 
13 minutes, 1 second. 

Boileau, who won the 1987 La 
Marathon, literally had the race 
handed to Him when the veteran 
Shahanga, struggling severely 
with the beat, came to a stop with 
about TVS miles (2.4 kilometres) 
to go. 

Ortiz finished in 2:13:28. 
Ernest Tjela of Lesotho was third 
in 2:14:30 and Shahanga fourth in 
2:15:32. 

In the women's race, Zoia Iva- r 
nova of the Soviet Union, who 
■said her training had suffered 
because of the severe Soviet win¬ 
ter, beat favourite Rosa Mota of 
Portugal, the 1988 Olympic 
champion. 

Ivanova’s time was 2:34:42. 
Mota was timed in 2:35:27 and 
Olga Duxynina, also of the Soviet 
Union, was third in 2:40:25. 

Shahanga, of Tanzania, took 
the lead after four miles (6.4 
kilometres) and pulled to a 75- 
metre lead between the eighth 
and ninth miles. 

But he struggled through the 
last few kilometres. His pace on 
miles 22-23 fell from 5 urinates, 7 
seconds, to 5:26 and then to 5:35. 
Just before he stopped, his pace 
slowed past 6 minutes per mile. 


able to prove that Said Aouita 
has regained his best form,” 
Aouita said immediately after his 
race. 

“Many people thought that af¬ 
ter my poor performance in Seoul 
I would never again be the best.” 

At a news conference later, 
Aouita elaborated on his plans 
for this year and looked forward 
to meeting his longs tanding 1,500 
metres and mile rival Steve Cram 
of Britain. 

“This summer Steve Cram and 
I should have two to four races,” 
he said. I want to prove Fm not 
finished. 

“I want to run against the best 
in the 800 and against the best in 
the 5,000.” 

He also said he wanted to run 
in the world, cross country cham¬ 
pionships in 1991. 

Aouita’s stylish display 
announced his return to top-class 
competition after his disappoint¬ 
ment at collecting only the 800 
metres bronze medal at the Seoul 


Olympics. 

He oozed confidence as be 
tracked Yugoslav Branko Zorko 
and then moved through on to 
the shoulder of Dieter. Baumann 
when the West German picked 
up die pace just after halfway. 

American Brian Abshire took 
his turn at the front as the pack 
snaked through 2,000 metres in 
2:40.14 and Aouita refused to 
relinquish his place when O’Mara 
made his move with 800 metres 
left - 

Aouita and O’Mara tussled 
shoulder to shoulder until the 
elegant Moroccan broke clear 
with 400 metres remaining. 

“It wasn't a very easy race,” 
said Aouita, whomiade his indoor 
debut in the United States last 
month. “We didn't run fast be¬ 
cause everyone wanted to save 
themselves for the Last lap.” 

O’Mara, who finished fifth, 
confirmed he and Aouita had 
bumped in the height of the battle 
for control. 

“Aouita is very persistent,” he 
said. “It was obvious he was 
going to get by. He’s got a very 
forceful surge.” 

World record holder O'Sulli¬ 
van made up for his compatriot's 
defeat with a stylish 1,500 metres 
win ahead of East German 
Hauke Fuhlbruegge and Amer¬ 


ican Jeff Atkinson. 

like Aouita, be waited patient¬ 
ly while American Sydney Maree 
carved out the pace. Then be 
struck at the bell and opened a 10 
metres lead within half a lap. 

“With 350 to go I looked up 
and saw the world record was 
on,” he said. “But I said to 
myself don’t be greedy. Just sit 
and wait, wait, wait. So I did just 
that." 

East German hurdler Cornelia 
Oschkenat joined O’Mara on the 
list of dethroned champions after 
looking a certain winner when 
Olympic champion Yordanka 
Donkova withdrew after fainting, 
hitting her head and needing hos¬ 
pital treatment Friday. 

World record bolder Oschke¬ 
nat was surprisingly upstaged in 
the 60 metres hurdles final by 
Soviets Elizaveta Chenrishova, 
who won in 7.82 seconds, and 
silver medallist Lioudmila Narod- 
zhflenko. 

Andres Simon continued 
Cuba's success story at the cham¬ 
pionships when he succeeded dis¬ 
graced Canadian Ben Johnson as 
the men’s 60 metres champion. 

'His compatriot Javier Soto- 
mayor won the high jump title 
Saturday with a world record 
equalling clearance of 2.43 
metres. 


S. Arabia: World class hosts 


RIYADH (AP) — After hosting 
the fifth World Youth Cup soccer 
tournament, Saudi Arabia now 
has its eye on staging the world 
cup and other major sporting 
events in the future. 

hi the last few years, the king¬ 
dom has developed its sports faci¬ 
lities and teams with the intention 
of one day joining the trig league 
in the international sport circuits. 

Harry Cavan, vice president of 
the Inte rnati onal Football Fed¬ 
eration (FIFA) which co-spon¬ 
sored tiie 16-nation soccer tour¬ 
ney with Coca-Cola, told the A1 
Riyadh newspaper that “from my ; 
long experience, I can say this has I 
been the most successful of all 
world championships held up to 
now.” 

He declared: “The kingdom is 
qualified to host any world cham¬ 
pionships.” 

But U.S. coach Bob Gansler 
noted that if Saudi Arabia was to 
-host the world cup, it would need 
at least three more stadiums com¬ 
parable to those in Jeddah, 
Riyadh and Taif where the youth 
tourney was played, since soc¬ 
cer's biggest event requires six 
world class stadiums. 

The Saudis don't seem to nrind 
the cost of building up a sports 
infrastructure. 

They spent $1 billion on 
Riyadh's 70,000-seat King Fabd 
international stadium alone. 

At least another $25 million 
was spent on refurbishing sta¬ 
diums for the World Youth Cup 
tourney, as well as installing 
media facilities and accommoda¬ 
tion for foreign visitors. 

After Friday’s final, in which 
Portugal downed Nigeria 2-0, the 
Saudis gave away a Renault and a 
Jaguar to two lucky ticket holders 
in a raffle. 


“It’s not the norm to have a 
raffle at a world cup final,” Mike 
Woitalla, associate editor of Soc¬ 
cer America, told die Associated 
Press. “I wouldn’t be surprised if 
this were the first time.” 

Woitalla and other observers 
praised the Saudis as hosts. 

“The hospitality was fantastic 
and to a large extent, the orga¬ 
nisation was very, very good,” 
Woitalla said. 


Foreign visitors were treated to 
trips into the desert, tours of the 
cities and souks, or markets, and 
traditional Saudi food. 

Officials were given Arab 
robes (thobes and ghutras) and 
some were spotted wearing them 
in their hotels. 

One victorious Portuguese 
player briefly donned a ghutra as 
he celebrated with his teammates 
on the pitch after the final. 
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Tibetans take 
revenge for 


police shootings 


LHASA (R) — Angry crowds of Tibetans ransacked 
Chinese stores and offices and attacked individual 
Chinese in Lhasa Monday, taking revenge for more 
than 100 casualties suffered in clashes with police the 
previous day. 


Several thousand Tibetans, in¬ 
cluding young children and old 
women, took control of the pre¬ 
dominantly Tibetan quarter in 
Lhasa, erecting barricades, set¬ 
ting fire to Chinese-owned build¬ 
ings and shouting pro-independ¬ 
ence slogans. 

Holding aloft a picture of the 
exiled Tibetan leader, the Dalai 
Lama, they surged back and forth 
through burning barricades and 
huge bonfires in the street. 

More than 200 armed police 
skirted the area but by 4 p.m. 
(0800 GMT) they had not inter¬ 
vened. 

China's official press said that 
at least 11 people were killed and 
more than 100 injured Sunday 
after police were forced to open 
fire on hundreds of Tibetan de¬ 
monstrators who attacked gov¬ 
ernment buildings and police 
vehicles and ransacked shops and 
restaurants. 

On Monday afternoon this re¬ 
porter saw one ethnic Chinese, a 
Muslim, thrown to the ground. 


stoned and beaten. It was not 
dear if he survived. 

A second Chinese Muslim was 
also caught and stoned but 
appeared to escape down a side 
street. 

Nearby, a young maroon- 
robed Buddhist, monk tried to 
stop a mob from attacking a 
Chinese store. 

Inside two women could be 
heard wailing in tenor. They 
apparently escaped through the 
back but their store was com¬ 
pletely ransacked and everything 
burnt in the street. 

The Tibetans have control of 
an area one square kilometre but 
residents said they feared that 
Chinese police were preparing for 
an attack Monday evening. 

Outside the dty, life was going 
on as normal. 

Witnesses to Sunday's dashes 
said they were the worst ethnic 
violence in Tibet since a pro¬ 
independence demonstration 
erupted 18 moatbs ago. 

Foreign witnesses described 


how waves of police armed with 
machin e guns attacked the Tibe¬ 
tan quarter, strafing buildings 
and rooftops. 

Tear gas was also fired. An 
accurate death toll is impossible 
to gauge. Foreigners and Tibe¬ 
tans spoke of well over 100 peo¬ 
ple shot by police, including a 
dozen killed. 

Foreign tourists who witnessed 
the rioting denied official reports 
that the Tibetans were armed. 

A crying Tibetan woman 
showed this reporter a pool of 
blood in her kitchen where she 
said an 18-year-old girl was shot 
dead through the eye when police 
stormed their courtyard. 

Two other families also de¬ 
scribed how police entered their 
homes and shot people indiscri¬ 
minately. 

Peking has said repeatedly 
Tibet is an integral part of China. 
No foreign government supports 
Tibetan independence. 

. Sunday's riot erupted only days 
before the 30th anniversary Fri¬ 
day of an armed insurrection 
crushed by Chinese troops. 

An American tourist from New 
Orleans said that about 4:15 Sun¬ 
day afternoon, Chinese police 
were moving along die streets 
bugging the walls firing as they 
approached. 


China halts wave of migrants 


PEKING (R) — China Monday 
ordered a halt to the movement 
of hundreds of thousands of 
peasants who have flooded into 
major cities over the past month 
in search of work. 

The State Council, China's 
equivalent of a cabinet, said the 
mass exodus from the countryside 
had turned law and order efforts 
to chaos in the cities. * 

In an order published in news¬ 
papers it instructed local author¬ 
ities to “persuade" the peasants 
to leave the cities and go home, 
but did not specify how this was 
to be achieved. 

It also ordered local authorities 
to prevent more peasants leaving 
their homes and told railways ana 
road transport companies to re¬ 
duce services in the areas worst 
hit by the exodus. 

“We must collect our strength 
to persuade and stop the workers, 
so that they do not blindly go 
outside their own areas," the 


order said. 

*‘We must persuade (those in 
the cities) to return to their own 
villages,” it said. 

Hordes of peasants have 
poured into Peking, prosperous 
canton in South China's Guang¬ 
dong province, and other cities 
since the Chinese new year festiv¬ 
al last month. 

Chinese television has shown 
dramatic pictures of the workers 
roaming dty streets or living in 
drab tents on spare land. 

In Peking 230,000 people are 
arriving daily, 100,000 more than 
usual. 

Guangdong, bordering the 
British colony of Hong Kong, has 
been invaded .by a work-hungry 
army of 2.5 million people and 
provincial authorities have 
warned the peasants may have to 
be sent home by force. 

The China Daily said Saturday 
that since an austerity program¬ 
me started in September to bring 


an overheated economy under 
control, 81,000 rural firms had 
gone bankrupt and a further 
30.000 had gone deeply into the 
red and laid oft hundreds of 
thousands of workers. 


It said many of than were 
unwilling to return to hard and 
poorly paid farm work after the 
higher incomes and easier jobs in 
rural factories. . . 


Officials have warned that five 
to six milli on people in the con¬ 
struction industry also face re¬ 
dundancy this year because cf the 
austerity measures. 

China does not release unem¬ 
ployment figures but newspapers 
have spoken of 20 to 30 million 
jobless and a similar number of 
“surplus workers” — people with 
jobs that give them a salary but 
nothing to do. 

The China Daily has reported 
that China has an estimated 100 
million too many workers. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sri Lanka’s new premier sworn in 


COLOMBO (R) — Finance Minister Dingiri Banda Wijetunga 
was sworn in as Sri Lankan prime minister Monday by President 
Ranasinghe Premadasa, the president’s office said. Announcing 
the appointment Friday, Premadasa said Wijetunga would hold 
the post of prime minister for one year in addition to the finance 
portfolio. He said he had appointed Wijetunga, 67, prime 
minister in preference to other aspirants to prevent a split in the 
party. 


2 die in black unrest in S. Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Two black South Africans were 
stabbed and killed by a gang at the weekend in Natal province, 
police said Monday in their daily report on political violence. The 
report gave no details of the incident in Sweetwaters Township, 
but the killings appeared to be the latest in a power struggle 
between black groups in Natal which has claimed an estimated 
1,000 lives during the past two years. In Johannesburg, a limpet 
mine exploded at an electrical sub-station Sunday night, cutting 
power for two hours to the Mayfair district. No-one was injured, 
police said. Mayfair is one of Johannesburg's so called “grey 
areas” where police turn a blind eye to the influx of non-whites, 
although the suburb is officially reserved for whites. 


False liquor kills 109 in India 


NEW DELHI (AP) — At least 109 people, most of them poor 
labourers, died after drinking homemade liquor in the western 
city of Baroda, United News of India reported Monday. The news 
agency said 40 of 100 people hospitalised after drinking the illicit 
brew Saturday were in serious condition. Press Trust of India, 


however, said 251 were hospitalised and at least 100 were in 
critical condition. Many victims were likely to go blind if they live, 
doctors treating the patients said, according to UNI. PTI quoted 
doctors as saying the death toll could have been lower if the 
victims had sought treatment earlier. The news agency said many 
of the victims became dizzy, complained of nausea and stomach 
aches before falling unconscious. The news agencies said the 
deaths were the worst known case of liquor poisoning in the dty, a 
maj'or industrial centre in Gujarat state 900 kilometres southwest 
of New Delhi. Gujarat is the only Indian state where sale of 
alcohol is banned. 


Hundreds held in Philippine smoking ban 


MANILA (R) — Startled bus passengers, cafe customers and 
hospital visitors were hauled off to police stations at the start of a 
new crackdown on smoking in public. “Our jails are so packed we 
don’t know where to put people,” Corporal Bonifado Draculan 
said. Quezon City offidals said Monday 214 smokers were 
arrested in the first 24 hours of an anti-smoking ban in the Manila 
suburb of two million people. The local law bans smoking in 
public places in Quezon and punishes offenders with 10 dap in 
jail or fines of up to 200 pesos (S9.50). Government offices, 
schools, hospitals, bars, cinemas, discos, restaurants and shop¬ 
ping centres, must designate spedai areas for smokers. 


50 guerrillas, 8 Indians killed in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (AP) — Indian troops killed 50 Tamil guerrillas 
during a raid of their camp in northeastern Sri Lanka, a senior 
Indian diplomat said Sunday. Eight troops were killed, inducting 
an army colonel. The diplomat, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said the guerrillas were killed when the Indians raided 
the rebels' jungle hideouts in the area of MuIIaitivu. 195 
kilometres north east of Colombo. 


Recruit 
scandal hits 
Takeshita 


again 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita was dealt 
another political blow Monday 
when the former head of the giant 
Nippon Tele graph and Tele¬ 
phone (NTT) was arrested on 
suspicion of taking bribes. 

The Tokyo District Prosecu¬ 
tor’s Office said that Hisashi Shin¬ 
to and a former aide were 
arrested in connection with the 
Recruit share scandal. 


The widening scandal has rock¬ 
ed the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party and led to opposition calls 
for Takeshita's resignation. 


“The prosecutors have now 
come very dose to the centre of 
the Recruit scandal.” Tsuruo 
Yamaguchi, secretary-general of 
the Japan Socialist Party, told 
reporters. 


Hie 78-year-old Shinto, one of 
Japan's top businessman, step ped 
down as chairman of the NTT 
telecommunications company 
late last year amid reports he had 
received huge profits from the 
sale of cut-rate shares in a Recruit 
subsidiary in 1986. 

In return, prosecutors allege. 
Shinto gave favourable treatment 
to Recruit, includ ing s elling it two 
supercomputers NTT had purch¬ 
ased from a U.S. firm. 

' More than 100 public figures 
have been implicated in the scan¬ 
dal, including former secretaries 
to Takeshita and former Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone. 


Three cabinet ministers and 
two senior civil servants have 
been forced to resign in connec¬ 
tion with the affair in which Re¬ 
cruit sought to gain influence and 
favours by distributing shares and 
lavish gins. 

Takeshita's popularity has 
plummeted as the scandal has 
widened, prompting speculation 
he may step down as prime minis¬ 
ter before his two-year term ex¬ 
pires in November. 

Opinion polls show, that less 
than one in five Japanese approve 
of the government, a post-war 
low. 

Opposition parties last week 
agreed to join forces to demand 
that Nakasone testify in parlia¬ 
ment on his alleged role in the 
scandal. 



Residents of the shantytown of Petare in eastern Caracas, carry the body of a man kiHed in last week’s bloody riots. 


Government regains control in Venezuela 


CARACAS (AP) — The govern¬ 
ment declared it has regained 
control after the country's 
bloodiest riots in decades and 
ordered elementary schools to 
reopen Monday. It also gave a 
new, lower death toll. 

A nighttime curfew remained 
in effect in the capital and the 
country was still under martial 
law. which allows soldiers to 
search houses without warrants 
and detain suspects indefinitely 
without charge. 

Isolated gunfire was heard in 
the capita] early Sunday, but 


there have been no significant 
disturbances since Friday. 

The rioting, which began Feb. 
27, was sparked by increases in 
bus fares and other price in¬ 
creases mandated under an au¬ 
sterity plan demanded by foreign 
creditors. 

In a nationwide television 
broadcast, an aide to President 
Carlos Andres Perez revised 
downward the government's tally 
of the number of dead and 
wounded from the rioting, which 
began Feb. 27. 1 

He said 246 people were killed 


— down from Perez’s previous 
estimate of at least 300. Figue re¬ 
do said 1,800 people were in¬ 
jured, compared to earlier re¬ 
ports of at least 2,000. 

No explanation was given for 
the new figures, which were much 
lower than newspaper reports 
putting the death toU as high as 
600 and the number of wounded 
at several thousand. 

Two Caracas hospitals alone 
reported treating 2,300. 

Figueredo said during Saturday 
night's broadcast that foe govern¬ 
ment was starting to reopen 


schools because unrest has “been 
controlled and the situation... has 
returned to complete normality.” 

He said classes would resume 
Monday for kindergarten through 
sixth grade and begin later in foe 
week for older students. 


It was unclear when universi¬ 
ties would reopen. Universities 
have traditionally been centres of 
protest of government economic 
policies. 

People filed into the Caracas 
central morgue Sunday trying to 
find missing relatives. 



Baker urges Gorbachev to 


abandon Brezhnev doctrine 


James Baker 


VIENNA (R) — U.S. Secret¬ 
ary of State James Baker Mon¬ 
day urged Moscow to renounce 
the “Brezhnev Doctrine” 
which foe West says it has used 
to justify military intervention 
in communist countries. 

Baker, in his first major 
speech to an international 
gathering, also said Washing¬ 
ton was studying ways to speed 
.up foe removal of U.S. chemic¬ 
al weapons from West Ger¬ 
many before a 1992 deadline. 

He told foreign ministers of 
35 states gathered in Vienna 
for a ceremony to launch new 
talks on cutting conventional 
arms that Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev's “real¬ 
ism" in pressing for new open¬ 


ness and economic reform was 


encouraging. 

In a largely conciliatory 
speech, he said Gorbachev's 
announcement .that .Moscow, 
would withdraw. 50,000 troops 
and 5,000 tanks from Euro¬ 
pean frontlines was “a very 
good start.” 

But he said foe spectre of 
Soviet military intervention, 
such as its 1968 drive into 
Czechoslovakia to crush a re¬ 
form government, still hung 
over Eastern Europe. 

“Those in foe East should be 
free of foe fear that armed 
Soviet intervention, justified 
by the Brezhnev Doctrine, 
would be used again to deny 
them choice,” Baker said. 


“I call today upon secretary 
Gorbachev to renounce this 
doctrine, beyond any shadow 
of a doubt. Let foe new think¬ 
ing sweep away this vestige 
from foe era of stagnation." 

The Soviet Union argues 
there never was a Brezhnev 
Doctrine, although it accepts 
that Moscow did exert heavy 
pressure on its East European 
allies in the past. 

Western analysts say the 
doctrine which emerged under 
the late Soviet leader Leonid 
Brezhnev obliged Soviet bloc 
states to actively intervene if 
foe communist system if any of 
them was felt to be under 
threat. 


Anti-North evidence mounts 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A re¬ 
tired U.S. air force officer says 
Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North en¬ 
listed him to help build an airstrip 
for secret military supply missions 
to foe Nicaraguan contras while 
Congress had banned U.S. aid to 
the rebels. 

Richard Gadd was due to re¬ 
sume his testimony Monday in 
North’s trial on charges of lying 
to Congress and the attorney 
general about attempts by foe 
administration of former Presi¬ 
dent Ronald Reagan to circum¬ 
vent foe aid ban. 

Gadd testified Thursday that 
North enlisted him to help build a 
secret airstrip in Costa Rica to 
support a “southern front” for 
the contras in their guerrilla war 
against the Nicaraguan govern¬ 
ment. 


Gadd described how he was 
summoned on a Sunday by North 
co-defendant Richard Secord to a 
meeting with foe White House 
aide, who pointed on a map to a 
remote section of foe country’s 
west coast. 

“Secord and North asked if I 
could build” the airstrip, recalled 
Gadd. 

One of foe government's key 
witnesses against North, former 
National Security Adviser Robert 
McFarlane, was sentenced Friday 
for his role in foe Iran-contra 
affair and is to be called later by 
the prosecution. 

The.problem of handling classi¬ 
fied material continues to be a 
problem at the trial. U.S. District 
Judge Gerhard A. Gesell held a 
hearing Friday to review what to 
do when the government tries to 


censor material that is already in 
the public domain. 


The latest fight erupted when 
North's lawyers discovered that 
memos the government had cen¬ 
sored for use in court had been 
made public in their entirety eight 
months earlier in a separate legal 


case. 


One count in foe indictment 
accuses North of obstructing 
Congress by telling the panel that 
he hadn't given military advice to 
the contras and had no know¬ 
ledge of any specific military ac¬ 
tion conducted by them. 

Brendan Sullivan, one of 
North’s lawyers, challenged 
whether North’s contacts with the 
committee were “official," since 
no transcripts were kept and no 
oath administered. 


Mercouri backs Papandreou 


ATHENS (R) — Film star- 
turned politician Melina Mer¬ 
couri is backing Greek Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou to 
win a third term of office in 
elections this summer despite the 
fact that his image is at an all-time 
low. 

In an interview with foe Greek 
daily Eleftherotypia Sunday, 
Mercouri also appealed to Papan- 
dreou’s American wife to agree 
to end their marriage, which has 
been under close public scrutiny 
since the prime minister left her 
for a younger woman. 

Mercouri, who serves as cul¬ 
ture minister in Papandreou’s 
government and controls public 
relations for foe Pasok Party, said 
her boss still had the charisma to 


retain power for the ruling social¬ 
ists in next June's elections. 


Pasok, which swept to power in 
1981, has been battered in recent 
months by a series of economic 
scandals and the prime minister's 
affair with a former air-stewar¬ 
dess half his age. 

The prime minister, 70, has 
been criticised on a daily basis by 
foe media for allegedly being 
subject to the wishes of his girl¬ 
friend. 34-year-old Dimitra Liani. 
The press says foe relationship is- 
affecting government policy. 

Mercouri said: “I am terribly 
bothered about what has been 
written. The (Liani) matter is 
amusing and attractive and it has 
been abused.” 

Papandreou moved in with 
Liani after returning last October 
from heart surgery in London. 
They have been inseparable ever 
since and she accompanied him to 


a European Community (EC) 
summit in December. 

“Mrs. Liani. stood very well at 
foe prime minister's side in Lon¬ 
don,” Mercouri said. 

She said Papandreou’s wife 
Margaret should grant the prime 
minister a long-standing divorce 
and respect his choices. 

“When a man does not want 
you and makes it public at a very 
critical point of his life by choos¬ 
ing somebody else you should 
grant him a divorce’ We must 
accept that we don't sign con¬ 
tracts for life... that we may 
lose." 

Papandreou has caused open 
divisions in the government over 
foe handling of a scandal at foe 
privately-owned Bank of Crete 
involving over $200 million in 
listing fi 


missing funds. 


80 Sikhs 
freed under 
Gandhi plan 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
freed Monday 80 Sikh leaders 
held in a jail in connection with 
a violent Sikh separatist move¬ 
ment, a government spokesman 
said. 


Gurcharan Singh Tohra, 
head of a powerful committee 
managing Sikh temples in Pun¬ 
jab, was among those released 
under a plan announced by 
Prime Minister Rgjiv Gandhi 
to bring peace to the north 
Indian state. 


Police sources in the Punjab 
capital Chandigarh said 
another 88 Sikhs would be re¬ 
leased from Jodhpur jail, in 
neighbouring Rajastan. 


They said foe two groups 
were expected to be Down to 
Amritsar, where Totara has his 
headquarters in a complex 
housing Sikhdom's holiest 
shrine, foe Golden Temple. 

Tohra was arrested in 1987 
under India's tough National 
Security Act during an upsurge 
of violence by Sikh militants 
fighting for an independent 
homeland in Punjab. 

Violence sparked by foe mili¬ 
tants killed more than 2^500 
last year and more than 320 so 
far this year. 

Gandhi announced Friday a 
series of concessions to hardline 
Sikh politicians demanding 
greater political autonomy for 
their agriculturahy-prosperous 
state. 


Beautiful but deadly Korean bomber on trial 


SEOUL (K> — A beautiful 
North Korean agent who blew 
up a South Korean airliner goes 
on trial Tuesday amid security 
preparations exceptional even 
by Seoul's rigorous standards. 

Kim Hyon-Hul, 27, publicly 
confessed in a tearful television 
broadcast last year to (tilling 
IK people by planting bombs 
on the plane Nov. 29, 1987. 

She will stand trial in a court- 
boose sealed off by 1460 police, 
court officials said Monday. 
Electronic sensors will be set op 
at all entrances, windows in 
nearby buildings wiD be black¬ 
ed out and scores of martial art 
experts wifi form a tinman bar¬ 
rier around foe defendant. 

The officials said attendance 


at the trial would be limited to 
10 representatives of foe vic¬ 
tims' relatives, 42 local and 
foreign journalists, and about 
100 members of the public. 

Kim, charged with murder, 
air piracy and other lesser off¬ 
ences, told interrogators she 
and a male companion blew up 
foe Korean Air Lines Boeing 
707 on the written orders of 
Kim Jong-H, son and heir-de¬ 
signate of northern leader Kim 
U-Sung. 

The male agent died after 
swallowing cyanide capsules 
when the pair were arretted in 
Bahrain. Kim also took the 
capsules but survived to be ex¬ 
tradited to Seoul.. 

Kim said North Korea had 


hoped the bombing would dis¬ 
courage foreign countries from 
sending athletes to the 1988 
Seoul Olympics. A record 160 
countries, including most of 
Pyongyang’s allies, took part in 
the games. 

North Korea has denied any 
involvement in the bombing. 

Prosecution sources said 
Monday the court would be 
urged to sentence Kim to death. 

Government officials, howev¬ 
er, maintain she is also a victim, 
brainwashed and exploited by 
the North. They have hinted at 
an amnesty for her after the 
trial. 

There is a precedent for such 
leniency. The sole. North Ko¬ 
rean survivor of a bloody 1968 


commando raid on the pres¬ 
idential Blue House in Seoul 
renounced communism and was 
allowed to go free. He now fives 
quietly in South Korea. 


Kim Hyon-Hiti, known as 
Mayumi after the false name on 
foe passport she used, says she 
had trained as an agent for 
seven years, learning lan¬ 
guages, martial arts and sabot¬ 
age techniques. 


The former actress appeared 
on Seoul television last year 
and, sobbing, said she was 
deeply sorry for foe disaster. 
Local newspapers at the time 
portrayed her as a ‘‘puppet*’ 
foBowfaig North Korean gov¬ 
ernment orders. 
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Spaniards draw 
longest comic strip 


SAN CTJGAT DEL VALLES, 
Spain (R) — More than 2,000 
Spanish youths drew what they 
described as the world's longest 
comic strip Sunday. They used 
coloured chalk to depict the 
adventures of Ramon the tramp 
cat over three. kilometres of a 
street in this northeastern town to 
mark the start of a comics fes¬ 
tival. 


'Heidi Chronicles’ 
wins awards 


NEW YORK (AP) — Wendy 
Wasserstein has won foe Susan 
Smith Blackburn prize for “The 
Heidi Chronicles,” her play ab¬ 
out ODe woman's search for self- 
fulfillment from foe 1960s to the 
present. The $5,000 prize was 
awarded Monday to foe play¬ 
wright by actress Jessica Tandy. 
“The Heidi Chronicles," which 
opened off-Broadway in Decem¬ 
ber to critical acclaim, is moving 
to a Broadway house next week. 
Wasserstein had established her 
reputation as a wry social com¬ 
mentator with her off-Broadway 
hit, “Isn’t it romantic.*' Timber- 
lake Wertenbaker, a British play¬ 
wright, was awarded a $1,000 
runner-up prize for her play “Our 
Country's Good,” set in 18th- 
century Australia. The prize was 
established in 1978 to honour 
Susan Blackburn, the American 
actress and author who died in 
1977. 


Pepsi bursts bubble 
over Madonna 


NEW YORK (R) — A scantily 
dressed Madonna has upset her 
latest employer, Pepsi Cola, by 
appearing in a sexy video featur¬ 
ing religious imagery. The Pepsi 
bubble burst when .company ex¬ 
ecutives saw the Italian-Amer- 
ican chanteuse dancing with a 
gospel choir, kissing the naked 
feet of a statue in a church sanctu¬ 
ary and singing in a field of 
burning crosses — and pulled 
their own Madonna TV adverts 
from stations that showed the 
offending video. Pepsi had paid 
foe rock idol a reported $5 mil¬ 
lion to star in a two-minute TV 
commercial — featuring foe same 
music as the video but showing a 
wholesome Madonna — which 
debuted worldwide last week. 
The video. “Like a Prayer," has 
already caused an international 
controversy with a Catholic group 
in Italy threatening court pro¬ 
ceedings for blasphemy if the 
broadcast went ahead there. 
Madonna's record company, 
Warner Brothers, said in a joint 
statement with Italian State Tele¬ 
vision Saturday that to avoid 
further controversy it would Dot 
be aired in Italy. The video shows 
a scantily-dressed Madonna 
caressing a priest and includes 
close-up shots of Madonna’s 
hands bearing “stigmata" or 
■wounds resembling those Jesus 
Christ received at foe crucifixion. 


$10 million for 
a diamond 


SYDNEY (R) — A Hong Kong 
diamond dealer has paid the high¬ 
est price for a rough uncut di¬ 
amond, the Australian-based 
operator of the mine said Friday. 
Bridge Oil Limited said in a 
statement that Chow Tai Fook 
had bought foe 255.61-carat di¬ 
amond in Antwerp, Belgium, 
Thursday for $10.03 million. The 
company said it was told by mem¬ 
bers of the International Di¬ 
amond trade Tender was the 
most paid for such a gem. The 
diamond, found at the Aredor 
mine in the African republic of 
Guinea, weighs 51.2 grammes. 


Your money or 
another 10 years 


READING (AP) — A judge 
gave a convicted drug smuggler 
this choice: handover nearly 
$2.95 million or have another 
decade added to his S.5-year jail 
sentence. Ronald French, 37, did 
not say in court whether he would 
pay up— the law gives him a year 
to come up with the cash — or 
serve the extra time. The seizure, 
ordered by Judge John Murchie, 
■was the hoariest so far under 
Britain's New Drug Trafficking 
Act. which allows courts to con¬ 
fiscate foe proceeds of illegal 
drug smuggling. The court con¬ 
victed French in August of plot¬ 
ting to smuggle marijuana into 
Britain with the help of an Air 
Frants employee. His sentencing 
was postponed pending an in¬ 
quiry into his assets. During a 
hearing on the assets, Murchie 
was told of French’s various 
aliases, his 21 bank accounts in 
Switzerland and Spain and his 
companies or other interests in 
Luxembourg, Panama, Liberia 
and South Africa. The judge said 
that he assessed French’s assets 
bom drug smuggling at $4.3 mil¬ 
lion, with $2.95 million recover¬ 
able. 











